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MADAM, .- 


WHEN 1 firſt entreated the 
diſtinction of you patronage for the 
following pages, with that aniable hu- 
ili which graces your every action, 


and dignifies your nature, you declined 


5 bi 


- 


1 DEDICATION. 


it, from an idea that ſuperior rank might 1 


have conferred ſuperior advantages, wall 
that refyettable and exalted as was your 
3 it was yet too obſcure to impart 
conſequence to a publication. A mind 
more ſordid and intereſted, leſs grateful 
and attached than I truſt is my own, 
miFht have been governed by ſuch a 


motive; but as hi is the only teſti- 


mony a perfect ſenſibility can offer ſor 


all the tenderneſſes ad condeſcenſions 


5 . with 


8 


DEDICATION, Ut 
with which your friendſhip has made 
me ſo happy, I entreat your pardon for 
the only oppoſition my heart can give 
to your's: and deign, my amiable 
Madam, to be aſſured, that were you 
graced with all the diſtinctions with 
W che hereditary | honors of 
ö Annandale's Marquiſate ought to dignify 
the worthy and reſpectable General 

SOUTER Jonxs ro, though I might 
rejoice that your diffuſive benevolence 
had larger means to gratify each gene- 


rous 


1V DEDICATION, 


rous impulſe, I could not feel a higher 


ſatisfaction in offering this feeble proof | 


of a grateful ſpirit, and reſpectful | | 


attachment. 


I lam, Madam, with the moſt perfect 

, eſteem, 5 | 
Your much obliged, 

Very affectionate, and 


Devoted ſervant, 


>», CATHERINE HARRIS, 


"I 
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LETTER I. 


Edwardina Auckland to 4 rabella 
| Cranbourn. 1832 | 


Rerurx, Oh return, my Arabella ! 
this abſence is ill-brooked by your 
Edwardina ; the roſes grow pale, the 
lilies languiſh, Nature wears a gloom, 
and all is univerſal mournin 8 0 until my | 


2 EDWARDINA. 


gentle friend by her cheering preſence 
bids all be” gay, and gives animation 
to the ſinking ſpirits of Edwardina! FF 
Methinks I hear thee, in the ſpirit of | | 
thy meekneſs, in the ſweetneſs of thy b 
temper, in the reſignation of thy pati- 
ent ſoul, fay unto me—* And why, 
Edwardina, let thy ſpirits fail ?—Have 
I not told thee that ——” | 


Stop, Arabella, nor throw away -thy | 
counſels on a heart too ill at eaſe even to 
liſten to the quiet voice of ſoft adviſing 
friendſhip. | 


My little ſiſters ſee we fad, and, with , 
your mild favourite at their head, cling | 


EDWARDINAs 3 


to my neck, chide me with liſping 
ſweetneſs for weeping, and aſk if they 
& have offended. —Sweet cherubs! it is 
| mine to know, to feel the cauſe— 
/ your's in after years to ſuffer from the 
ſad effects ! 


— : 2 3 — es * 
r 


My beloved mother, like an enduring 
ſaint, continues ſerene amid the gather- 
| ing ſtorm ; her fortune is ruined, her 
f health deſtroyed, her peace broken, and 

0 l the innocent manſion of her fair boſom 

p deſerted for ſhameleſs beauty, for impure 
1 vanity ;—ſtill ſhe riſes ſuperior to the 
4 bitterneſs of fate, prepared by ingratitude 

h : and infidelity ; and when I, in the ſpirit 

g Hof indignation, could utter reproach, 

to B 2 ſhe 


" 2 EDWARDINA. 


ſhe looks mildly ſerious in my face, lays F 
her ſoft hand on my preſuming lips, and 
 fays, © Your father!“ Yes, Arabella, | 
my father, he is now gone to Newmarket, ] 
running his horſes, ſporting his gold, 4 | 
giving ruin to his ſon, ſorrow to his 
wife, and the bitter portion of penury . 


to four helpleſs girls 


That fon, the gentle Horace, returns | | 
from Cambridge, where he has finiſhed 
his ſtudies, next week; he comes the 
perfect gentleman, the complete ſcholar, 4 
the elegant companion, the good man 4 


—he comes his mother's pride and bleſ- 
ſing, his fiſter's future hope, my [ 
Arabella's devoted lover, and only an | 


erring father's terror. . I 
| | The 
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EDWARDINA, 5 


The old incumbent of Rothſay 


Rectory bade adieu to mortality three 


weeks ſince. This benefice is the 
inheritance of our deſerving Horace; 
the ſacred calling ſuits his mild exalted 


virtues; he will adorn the character, and 


do the will of his Father who is in 
Heaven, with fervency and truth. In 


idea, methinks, I ſee him in the beautiful 


ſequeſtered ſpot ſeated with his Arabella, 
like the firſt pair in Paradiſe, when alike 
ſtrangers to ſorrow and offence. F ly 
ſwift, ye rolling moments, and bring the 
anticipated happineſs to view I Give 
me a fiſter in my Arabella, and give unto 
the beſt of mothers another daughter! 


B 3 A letter, 


” EDWARDINA.. 


powers of life, and deadens every faculty. 


Are you not miſinformed ?—Is my 


father indeed at Bath? I know him, 
alas! extravagant, unfaithful, unk ind to 
the firſt of women know he reduces 
her and her blooming offspring to com- 
parative poverty ; but would he betray 
his child to miſery, to diſgrace—barter 
her for paltry ore, and give her to the 


boſom of diſhonour, the arms of miſery, \ 


make her life a burden, her name a 


reproach, and death her only hope? 


* 
9 
7 
NB 
% 
= . 
be 
J 
N 
7 
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A lletter, and from you, my Arabella, 
friend of my heart What do you tell | 
me? Your intelligence ſuſpends the 


Sooner 


LW 
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EDWARDINA. 7 


Sooner than unite myſelf to Mr. 
Grimſtone, a diſgrace to his profeſſion, 


a terror to the poor, a reproach to the 


| dignity of man, why ſooner, Arabella, I 


would wed with peſtilence and famine. 
No, no, I know my duty to a father, 
and alſo know my duty to myſelf. 


I reperuſe your letter, 


Has loſt five thouſand pounds at 
hazard to Mr. Grimſtone, your village 
lawyer. He had loſt three thouiand 


pounds before to Lord Clarges, which 


D 
„ — 


7 be had paid with that elegant. ſang. froid 
that diſtinguiſhes him as a man of {pirit 


on the turf. He continued to bet cool 
B 4 ' hundreds 


8 DW ARDINA. 


hundreds till a a very late hour, and then 
was conducted to the chamber of repoſe 


in a ſtate of intoxication by Mr. Grim- 
ſtone, another friend, and an attending 
valet. To his ſlumbers let Edwardina 
and Arabella ever be ſtrangers ! 


« But the morning and reflection 
came. Mr. Grimſtone paid him a viſit; 
he looked, who can tell how he looked! 
— He felt like a hend, for his intents 
had been Satanic, 

Hie faid, and he yawned as if it had 
been a matter of indifference I think 
you loſt five thouſand pounds laſt night?” 


9 


A trifle, Sir.” 


EDWARDINA. 9 


A happy W Sir,” returned 
18 father. 


I remember when Mr. Grimſtone 
would not have conſidered it ſuch; but 
the manor of Rothſay may inſpire a 


little mind with great ideas. 


But no more!” your father con- 
tinued haughtily: the forecloſure 
will ſatisfy your demands, and I am at 
hand to ſign your — 


{ © I will not diſtreſs thy gentle nature 
with the ſucceeding detail; particulars 
a © I would 


10 EDWARDINA. 


would only anguiſh the fpirit without þ 


removing one ſhade of the ſorrow.—It 


will ſuffice to ſay, the two gentlemen 
| ſoon came to a better underſtanding ; 


the five thouſand pounds is to be remit- 


ted, more. money advanced for future 
profligacy, and my Edwardina, with all 
her worth, her virtues, and her love- 
lineſs, to be, whether by perſuaſion or 
compulſion, A importe, the wife of An- 
thony Grimſtone, attorney at law ; heavy 
imprecations ſealed the contract, and 
they ſeparated, each ſatisfied, each deter- 
mined, Doubt not my intelligence ; my 
uncle was a ſpectator in the. evening, 
and an unwilling auditor the ſucceeding 
morning; his b&d-chamber adjoining 

ä . your 


P 
—_ 


EDWARDINA. II 


"your father's, and ſeated at his writing- 
deſk, he overheard the converſation, 
and communicated. it to me for your 
advantage. Be firm then, ſweet friend 
ot my affection! and chough my aunt's 

F health detains me yet a while, aſſure 

| j yourſelf of the prayers of your 

' 10 5 Arabella.“ 


L*. read it - read it read it again | 


Oh Arabella ! Arabella ! how often 


have you mourned a father's deceaſe, 


and do I live to —— 


B 6 Parent 


12 _ - EDWARDINA, 


5 


Parent Supreme ! my brain wanders. 


on 
My dear, declining, ruined, beggared 
= mother!—My ſweet infant . fiſters !— 
oh Horace Horace ! haſten to thy 
fiſter before conflicting emotions deſtroy 
 - the reaſon of © | | 
1 E dwardina Auckland. 


2 


EDWARDINA 13 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


— — — The fatal die is caſt,” 
the fiat gone forth ; deſtiny awards me 
to the boſom I loath, and I have only to 
a reſign, and be a wretch for ever! — — 


Pity and pray for the deyoted Edwardina! 


In 


14 EDWARDINA. F 
In „ 
Attend, my Arabella, to the ſad ſtory 


of thy friend, and when thou haſt given 
it the ſoftening tribute of a tear, bend in 


meekneſs that thou haſt no father to 


precipitate thy youth to ſorrow, thy 


gentleneſs to ſhame, thy hopes to una- 


vailing remorſe! 


Three days after I diſpatched my 
letter, as I fat in my mother's dreſſing- 
room, I beheld my father's travelling 
carriage drive furiouſly into the court 


yard, I had cautiouſly concealed the 
contents of your letter—it would only 


have given an added pang to the 


maternal 


EDWARDINA. Is 
maternal heart; I therefore wore the 
ſmile of ſerenity, and though my ſpirit 
was refolved, it trembled with the 


reſolution. 


With my mother I deſcended to offer 


the compliments of welcome to a 
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father who predeſtined me to drink the 
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imbittered cup of mifery even to the 


4 
= 
4. 
5 
* 
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dregs. He was ſeated; but on our 
appearance he aroſe, and ſaluted my 
mother with a ſaddened tenderneſs ;—he 
approached me; conſciouſneſs fluſhed 
his cheek, and a remaining ſigh of 
paternal feeling, while it ſwelled his 
| boſom, weighed his eyelids down—he 
could not meet my accuſing glance. 

; His 


16 EDWARDINA. 


His frame ſhook with agitation, his 
colour varied, and his whole appearance 

gave teſtimony that he yet felt the | 
facrifice he was about to impoſe. My 
mother was alarmed, yet knew not why; 
while my heart, pre-acquainted with his 


deſigns, waited in firm, yet ſaddened 


expectation to hear how he would com- 
municate his barbarous pleaſure. 


* My dear woman, my ſweet Ed- 


 wardina,” ſaid he at length, taking a hand 


of each, and preſſing them to his boſom, 
«© unworthy as I am, I know you will 
forgive and fave me from deſtruction ; 
and if penitence, ſucceeded by perfect 
reformation, can plead. with an an gelic 

| te mother, 


EDWARDINA- BC 
mother, her daughter will not reje& a 
kneeling father's prayer.— My eternal 
peace, my honour, my very being, 


Edwardina, our future all depends on 


your compliance with that prayer! I 
am involved beyond extrication ; if you, 
in mercy to your parents, accept the 
hand of Mr. Grimſtone, all will then be 
amicably compromiſed—] ſhall ill be 
affluent, your mother eaſy, your brother 
ſafe; if you reject his offers, my en- 
treaties, a priſon opens, a grave cloſes 
on your father, beggary is the portion of 


your mother and ſiſters, and what then 


are you?? 


« That 


18 E DWARDINA. 


That which I am made,” I replied 
with calmneſs : I will labour for you, 
Sir, I' will beg, I will die—no frown 
ſhall be ſeen, no murmur heard ;—but 
to wed with infamy ! The man himſelf 
muſt ſhrink abaſhed from alliance with 
a nature better than his own, and a 
heart whoſe only bitter ſentiment is 
deteſtation of his vices.” 


He interrupted me. 


] 


« I pray, only pray,” faid he, to 
know your final reſolution !— Within an 
hour he comes; my doom will then be 
ſealed, and when Iam in another world, 
pity and forgive your father!“ 

His 
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EDWARDINA, 19 


His voice ſunk low ; he grew pale, 


and fell back in his chair cold and 


immoveable. My mother ſhrieked for 
help. I flew to ſupport him ; and as his 
head reclined on my beating boſom, Mr. 
Grimſtone was introduced. He ſtared 
aghaſt at the ſcene before him; I 
motioned the ſervant to withdraw, and 
then, while bitterneſs ſwelled my heart 
to burſting, I bade the ſavage contem- 


plate his work | He approached me 


with the meaneſt, fawning adulation, ſaid 
he adored, could no longer live without 
me; that for me he reſtored all to my 
father I ſhould be decked with ſplen- 
dour, ſurrounded with affluence.— He 
ceaſed for breath. 

5 I ſpoke. 


20 E DWARDINA. 


I ſpoke. 


% Throw in the world with all its 
boaſted treaſures, Mr. Grimſtone, it 
could not, as your wife, purchaſe me one 
moment's peace; then Oh be merciful ! 
accept my gratitude, eſteem my ardent 
prayers; theſe will bring you peace, 
kindly reflections, honour ! I could only 
give you miſery, a revolting heart, and 
to myſelf horror and deſpair !'' 


He bowed malignly. 


Methought the demons of vengeance 
ſat in either eye, while ſmothered black- 
ening paſſions diſtorted every livid 


ſeatire. | 
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EDWARDINA. 21 


feature. 
fal lips. 


A few words eſcaped his bale- 


« I underſtand you, Madam; and 
though unprepared indeed for this 
diſdainful rejection, am well prepared 
elſewhere. Know my power, and by 
my God, and all the fury of my diſap- 
pointed ſoul, ſhall now exert it to your 
father's ruin ; then glory in-your hum- 
bled pride, and laugh at ſcornful beggars 


in heroics !“ 


He had taken his hat, and reached 
the door, when a ſhriek from my poor 
diſtracted mother made him involun- 


tazily ſtart back. He looked around, 


and 


22 EDWARDINA. 


and his eyes ſeemed rivetted, mine 
followed. Eternal Ruler of the Uni- 
verſe, how did my foul. ſuſtain the 
moment?—how did my mother breathe 
again? My wretched father deſpe- 
rately graſped a knife; it pointed to his 
heart—all expreſſion had deſerted his 
fine face, his eyes rolled vacant ;—only 
one breath, one ſigh remained between 
his daring ſpirit and a dread eternity 
Wild, enfrenzied, I ſnatched his fatal 
hand ; he ſtarted, recollected, and again 
ſtruggled to perpetrate his horrid pur- 
poſe. A ſtrength, ſurely ſuperior to my 
own, nerved my arm—till 1 impeded his 
deſign. He caſt a look upon me.— 
Oh Arabella! Arabella! what a look ! 


My 
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My mother threw herſelf upon her 
knees, raiſed her ſweet eyes and trem- 
bling hands, and meekly uttered Oh 


will you fave him!“ 


Oh Nature! Nature ! who can reſiſt 
thy force? The monſter's eye glared 
on me ; his voice, more hated tnan the 
howling of the deſert, echoed “ Save 
| him '”'—The throbbings of a filial heart 
4 | cried—* Save him, fave him!” I re- 
pied not; objects faded, my brain 
whirled ; I gaſped ; ſome fad aſſenting, 
now unremembered word, and all con- 
vulſed, ruſhed to the opening arms of a 
deteſted tyrant. — Thought can endure 
no more To-morrow l Oh to- 
morrow | 


- = EDWAR DINA. 


Bright orb of light, thine 
out no more, be darkened as my horror 


morrow | 


—Oh ſhine out no more withdraw 


thy beams, nor ſhew to pitying Nature 


ſo loſt : a och as the poor 
Edwardina, 


* Ve — and 


5 LETTER 


* 
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LETTER In. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


'To-MorRRoW—that dreaded to- 
morrow is come, is paſt !—the ſun of 
another morning dawns, and I am till 
your Edwardina Auckland; yet do my 
ſorrows multiply, other cares ariſe, other 
trials aſſail, and I am doomed to drink 
the cup of bitterneſs! 

VOL. I. e I had 


26 .EDWARDINA. 


I had retired from the preſence off 3 
my father and mother; and Mr. Grim- = 
| ſtone, having ſettled ſome preliminary 4 


» 
articles, took his leave to prepare the 


neceſſary arrangements for the ſucceed- | b 8 


in g day. I ſay I retired, cloſed my door, 


by 


1 3” 


and ſunk on my knees; I prayed with 1 

humility, yet without hope, to be ſuſ- 
tained in the approaching ceremony ; I 4 

aſked not peace expected not ſere- 1 

nity, yet felt devout reſignation take © 
poſſeſſion of my exhauſted ſpirits, and 

a gloomy fortitude ſupporting my trem- of 
bling heart. 


Such had been the condition of my | t . 
thoughts for ſeveral hours, when my 


mother's 
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Wother's woman informed me her 
1 aſter had burſt a blood-veſſel; and 
4 ough inarticulately requeſted my pre- 
Ice, I haſtened to his chamber, and 
eld him ſtruggling, as I imagined, 
4 i the parting pangs of nature; my 
n other, my beloved mother, pale, 
1 embling, and filent, held his hand, 
| F d wiped the cold dew from his tenſe 
b ows. He knew me, fixed his fading 
es on my face, and eſſayed to ſpeak ; 
; : it for a time ſpeech was denied. After 
N . e violent effort to ſpring from the bed, 
& ſunk into a deathlike lumber. I 
Sſped my mother in my arms; our 
houghts were unutterable, and we 
tempted not expreſſion; her tears fell 
C 2 on 


=_— EDWARDINA. 


on my boſom, and we indulged our 


mutual grief till returning motion 1 
my father demanded our attention. He 
was evidently drawing near diffolution ; 4 


% 9 3 


the phyſician bounded his exiſtence | I 


1 


within the limits of an hour. He 
appeared reſigned, and was decent 
compoſed; he preſſed my mother's} 
hands to his lips, and prayed her for- $ 


| 


giveneſs for all the i injuries he had done 4 
her. q 


79 
1 
— 


The ſweet faint folded him to be. \ 


faithful boſom, but could not ſpeak : ! 
he then took my hand as I knelt by his ; j 
bed-fide,—<* Edwardina,“ faid he, 


E __ of duty! daughter of obedi- 
dience! 7 
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N ; ience | be thy rewards as bright and 


1 Waſting as thy wretched father's days are 
5 N ark and ſhort! The conflict was too 


= uch, my child; it burſt my heart, it 


_ reaks with its unworthineſs : I am no- 


He hing; you, youallare ruined I- Oh wife 
1.0 Ind children! where, where will a cruel 
„ ondd ſend you ?—Yet wed not, my 


Jo 4 

K T dwardina, —— ! Horace would —; 
[ but Oh my ſon ! my ſon!” 

ne 


1 His eyes rolled, he wandered, gazed 
| without beholding us, and with one 
terrific groan the perturbed ſpirit quitted 
1 its ſuffering abode, Peace to thy me- 
4 mory, Oh my erring, my unhappy father! 
be every action that could ſhade thy 
| | CY name 
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_ tidings reached his ear, I knowl b 


1 melancholy in his aſpect, and as 


widowed heart, or tinge the _ L 
cheek! It is enough that they are 
doomed to ſuffer; they little need hel 1 


ſting of ſhame to ſharpen their afMictions. 1 
1. 


1 
42 I 
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3 


What the ſituation and refle ctions of 
Mr. Grimſtone were when the melan- | 1 


ot; but next day he came with wel- 


k : 
1 ny 
WIC, 


. bh 2 
3 
3 88 AF 
hb” Sn 


unwiſhed as unrequeſted, aſſumed com- 
mand in the houſe, iſſuing his orders as 
if he had already been the tyrant ruler ? 
of your Edwardina, My mother, ſunk. 3 


in 
* 

* 1 

1 

_ 


EVE 


aA; 
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thy in the torpor of a heavy grief, offered 
1 no oppolition to his orders. 


I never leave her bed- ſide but to ſee 
3 that lights and attendants are in the 
| 4 chamber of death ; I now write by the 
I coffin, look on the pale vacant features, 
3 reflect on the paſt, and ſhrink from the 


nd future, 
l. I know the rapacious Grimſtone will 


eeize all Why, let him ?—*,The lilies 
4 of the field they toil not, and yet 
Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed 
like unto one of theſe ;” why then 
3 © ſhould I, robed in innocence, why ſhould 


= 
2 


in 4 [1 * I will not; one cheering 
: 04 ' thought 


2 


| Arabella were here to give him the 4 
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thought diſpels each anxious care. In | 
the Rectory of Rothſay the virtuous | 
Horace will ſhelter his widowed mo- 
ther's age; my Arabella will cherich 
the younger orphans, when, like forne | I 
benignant angel, ſhe preſides in that I 
abode, fanClified by piety, irradiated by 


peace, 


[ 


T 


1 
a 


: 


I hourly expect my brother. Ah if 
ſmile of welcome, the falute of love! L 4 


Deareſt, beſt of friends, will you not ö 
haſten, and cheer this family of ſorrow ? | 
Tour — —— but 1 have ſaid | 


enou gh; 
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In Wnough ; more would imply a doubt 
us q IeVeEr—NDO, never felt 
o- 8. . By the faithful and unhappy 
= Edwardina Auckland, 


/ i 


— AR. , 


Ca LETTER 


"8 EDWARDINA. 


LETTER IV. 


- 


5 Arabella Cranbourn to Mrs. Penroſe. 


LasrT night, my dear and reſpected 
aunt, I arrived at my ſiſter's, and in leſs 
than an hour joined my beloved friends 
at the manor. It was indeed the man- 


hon of death, the ſeat of deſolation. 
The remains of Mr. Auckland in 


gloomy 
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Floomy magnificence, occupied the grand 
F Irawing-room ; I gave the ſcene a paſſ- 
' ng figh, and haſtened to the chamber 
4 df che beloved woman who had ſupplied 
5 he place of a mother in all its tendereſt 
I points. 


A ſmile brightened her pale coun- 
I tenance as I approached her; and while 
ſhe embraced me with maternal warmth, 


= I was taken from her arms to the boſom 


of my ineſtimable Horace, 
His demeanour is compoſed, noble, 
and intereſting ; he knows his inhe- 


ritance is gone, the reſidence of his 
anceſtors in the poſſeſſion of a wretch, 
c 6- | his 
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his mother left deſolate, his liſters 1 5 
beggared. Sweeteſt, lovelieſt Ed- | ; 
wardina, ſiſter of thy Arabella 8 heart, f 


I. nile leſt my views ſhould be 1 
diſcovered, left my ſecret intelligence 3 
ſhould tranſpire; I know the generous 4 
ſouls around me, know their exalted 4 
pride, and feel the anticipated conſe- 4 
quence that would arife from miſtaken * 
generoſity- feel it would devote your 
Arabella to days of anguiſh, nights of 
ſighing regret:— but l truſt the guardian, 
the God of goodneſs, will, in remem- { 
brance of ſuffering worth, proſper my | 


ls | 


\ b 
5 


1 N 
1 EDWARDINA = 


1 ardent wiſhes, and ſecure my — 


nl 


Purpoſe. 


1 


1 
Y 
ik 
43 
4 


With dutiful regards to my kind 
1 | ncle and your dearer ſelf, and beſt love 
1 


1 


* 
EY * 
q 
I " 

. 


to my ſweet couſins, I remain, 
My deareſt Madam, x 
Your affectionate Niece, 
Arabella Cranbourn. 
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LETTER v. 


Prom the ſame to the ſame. 


Two days have elapſed, my dear 3 
Madam, fince the manſions of death 4 | 
cloſed upon the remains of Mr. Auck- i 
land. The day after, with all the un- ; 
feeling indecency which characterizes ? 
his nature, Mr. Grimſtone informed 3 ( 
Horace 
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Horace that he ſtill—that was, in due, 
Wn proper time—expected the hand of 
ZEdwardina; matters then could be 


3 „ 
e - 
= 8 * 


r 
2 3 


n n — <= —— 


accommodated, certain debts remitted, 


e 


pertain bonds and ſecurities cancelled 


— * 1 
* 


Ta; 
„„ 


I trembled for my ſecret) if the te- 
rated, why Miſs Auckland could not 
blame him for aſſerting his rights: he 
ruſted ſhe had good ſenſe, knew the 
difference between eaſe and wealth, 
Jpenury and want; but he waited, im- 


1 18 8 waited to know her pleaſure. 
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« 1 ſhould be unpardonable, Sir,” 
[replied Horace, perfectly calm and col- 
fected, „to hold you one moment in 
4 Logenge. Miſs Auckland's ſentiments 
remain 


„ 
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remain what they ever were; ſhe is pre- 4 ; 
paredfor penury, knows your power, and 
yet declines your offers. This family, Sir, 
deſolated and undone as it appears, has 
large poſſeſſions lodged beyond the reach 
of Fate; they are conferred by Heaven, pr 
and guarded by its power, and it will 4 
hold theſe poſſeſſions unenvied— perhaps 4 


I may add, undiſputed, even by you, the 
wealthy owner of the reſt ;—conſcious 3 
integrity and unblemiſhed honour ſtillare "Wa 
our own; no forecloſure can eject them Myc 
from our boſoms, and they are more ; 
dear and eſtimable than the fair inherit: 
ance of Rothſay . 


* 
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Horace ar 
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Horace bowed; he had finiſhed. 
Rancour and malignity ſhook the frame, 
and diſtorted the features of the attorney. 


1 In three days you ſhall quit,” 
„Fried the viper at length. Abide the 
| I eſt ;—be integrity your ſhelter, honour 


hour ſupport !” 


We 


„They will anſwer our purpoſes,” 
ſaid Horace; we are ready to obey 


& 
* 


pour commands. We expected ſuch a 


»F 


decree from your generoſity, and could 


x 1 


＋ have deigned accedence to no other.“ 


* Iu teach your pride, young Sir, 
q another leſſon, returned Grimſtone; 
and 


ow 


— WE POT WOT 2 
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4 


9 
and Weg menaces between his 


teeth, he quitted the room. 
1 only was preſent at this interview. 1 | 
The wretch had no ſooner left us, than | 
ſome melancholy thought ſeemed to 4 
ſteal the colour from the cheek of 4 
Horace. I interrupted his reverie.— | 
« My dear friend,” ſaid I, © we muſt 7 | 
break this ſudden matter as delicately as I ( 


poſſible to your mother. The een 5 


is a charming retreat—it wants little or 


no repair; and until arrangements are 


A * 
a A. 


made, I know my Horace is too great, i 
too noble to reject what Arabella can | 


| g | x 
offer l“ 2 | 4 
6e Blefe | 
* 4 1 


0 


n 
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% Bleſſed girl !” he cried, the tear of 


7 | ſuffering ſenſibility ſtarting in his eye, 
1 % Can I take from thee, reduce thee, 
4 i make thee the partner of my lowly fate ? 
3 How fondly did I think to place thee in 


Y thi manſion, where, like ſome benignant 
mo thou hadſt diffuſed thy bleſſings 
even to thy gentle nature's wiſh ; but 


a ] now, Oh Arabella! only yon poor 


8 


1 * 
1 
Ye it 
' 4 


Or 


Rh remains; and can you, will you 


but I muſt not, will not let you; 
F am baſe ; no, forget me, and you will 


6 Iten be great as good |” 


t, 
in 


« I will be Ew Horace, inter- 
pte I; «© I long to call your 
4 mother mine. —My colour roſe, but I 


N Pr 
* 
ö l | 
- = * 
: 
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x 3 
* 


5 proceeded. 


44 EDWARDINA-. b 
proceeded.—* I figh to call my Ed- 
wardina fiſter ; nay, don't reject me 1 
| becauſe willing; unite the families ; we 4 
will defy the malice of this bad man and 4 
all his power, and never ſhall I know a 3 
moment's ſafety till in the wedded I 
boſom of my faithful Horace ; little 1 fi 
preparation will ſuffice.” 1 


A moment he gazed like the ſtatue of 
aſtoniſhment, and ſeemed to doubt his 
ſenſes; but recollection ſoon returned : 4 


he claſped me with a chaſtened rapture 
to his beating boſom. 4 


10 Reject thee, treaſure of my ſoul! 3 
reject my all of bliſs !—Arabella, be 
leſs 
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leſs kind, leſs condeſcending ; my fond 
impatient ſpirit trembles with its joys ; 
you are, you muſt, you ſhall be ever 


mine!“ 


Awhile we remained abſorpt in our 
innocent delight. The entrance of 
Edwardina and her mother diſſolved the 


enchantment of the moment; and, like 
| reaſonable mortals, we communicated 


what had paſſed :—all was approbation, 


harmony, and endearment. 


%PF 


4 Mr. Grimſtone's conge was unre- 


1 « The 


A 
| =. 
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loſt its luxuries.” 


cerely ſpeaking, mutual aſſurances paſſ- 

| ed, our future plans were ſoon arran ged. 

I accompliſh my* darling purpoſe, and 

| the ſun that riſes after to-morrow, will 
ſhine on an Arabella Auckland. 

Your's dutifully, deareſt Madam, 

Arabella Cranbourn. 


I cannot 


„The Rectory, my beloved chil- 4 
dren,” ſaid Mrs. Auckland, will 4 
ſhelter us all; it will ſu pply the neceſ- 4 
faries of exiſtence, and my generous: 1 
Arabella will make us forget we have 4 


Mutual compliments, or, more ſin- 


EDWARDINA. 47 


I cannot—my vanity, or rather let me 


. my innate pleaſure, cannot reſiſt 


= 


+: nſcribing ſome elegant lines preſented - 


mc on my arrival by my love. Dear, 


ar youth, never canſt thou know what 
ows in the faithful boſom of Bella. 


To Arabella. 


Model of all that's good, believe, 

No lapſe of time, no change of place, 
Nor all the blandiſhments of life, 

Can ere thee from my mind eraſe, 


In ſome ſequeſter'd, calm retreat, 
How greatly happy ſhould I be, 
Were my retirement only bleſt 


With peace, with competence, and thee! 


' Sometimes; © 
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Sometimes, indeed, deluſive dreams . 

Of fancy bring thee to my view, | 
Enliven every fainting power, 

And pleaſures that are paſt renew, 

| wa 

But ſoon unſubſtantial bliſs, | 

The. empty thought, the airy gleam, 
b The mere imaginary bliſs is o'er, 

| And ends, as life does, in a dream, 
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LETTER VI. 


Mrs. Greville to Mrs. Penroſe. 


| TRE motion of the ſun- beams on 
e waves, is not more uncertain than 
Kc condition of human life; therefore 


/ 


i ath miſery much to hope, and hap- 
Ineſs much to fear.“ 


1 VOL, I, D Such, 
v3 


4 
41 
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Such, my amiable aunt, was mill 
reflection, as expreſſed by an eleguf 
author, as a few hours ſince I quite | 


the altar of Rothſay Church. 


At eight o'clock this morning, wil 
Mr. Greville, who officiated as father, 4 
attended my blooming ſiſter, arrayed 4 
bridal purity, to the Manor, frond 


4 
whence, after breakfaſt, we were w 


7 9 


proceed to usch. 


Horace met us in the avenue, and 1 
with love, hope, and happy expectatioi 
ſhining in his fine eyes, led his loveh 
bride to the preſence of his mother and 
ſiſters, when the dear woman folded heff 1 


1 
| * 
= TY 
= 
"; 
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her arms, and bleſſed her with 


a ternal fervor. It is almoſt needleſs 


inform you the ſables were thrown 
de for that day. Mrs. Auckland did 
4 ot go to church; and after a haſty 


Srcakfall we proceeded to the altar. 


Old Dr. Beniſon, who united me to 


y deſerving Greville, was to perform 


e ceremony allo for my ſiſter, With 
mpoſed dignity, with ſerene happineſs, 


e lovely pair approached the ſacred 
tar, attended by Edwardina and my 


. 

3 a 
and 
1 

7 


ion Preville; I and the three little girls 


* 


el plowing. 


and 


1 
# 

— 
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be, 
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5 yo 
4 

. 4 

7 


The bell had ceaſed to ſound ; the 
D 2 ſacred 


4 


| 
[ 
| 
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admiſſion; yet among thoſe few a con. . 
fuſed murmuring noiſe was heard. It wal 


unuſual, indecent; Dr. Beniſon caſta lool 1 


ä ũ— —— — — —_— — 
—— ur — —— 


of diſpleaſure upon them, and turning 1 


commenced the hallowed ceremony: A 
his filent reproof had been unheeded i 
the ſounds grew louder ; ſeveral ſtran-! L. 


bs 
4 


gers e and the Doctor was i 
repeating—* Wilt thou love her, com. 

fort — 4 

= . = 

| 'Y | 
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At that moment a man, with hard 
forbiding aſpect, ſeized the arm of ow 
aſtoniſhed Horace, and whiſpered ſoc 3 


— 
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Phat in his car that gave each expreſſive 
ature the pale impreſſion of death; — 


= >| ſtaggefed, dropped the hand of 


is 
2 


on. rabella, and faintly uttered —** Oh 
vas ; © pod RY 

ok: F 

ng, we ſtood aghaſt ; wonder, horror, 
1 9 ſpended every faculty; only Dr. 
ed Peniſon, in indignant accents, demanded 
an 1 e cauſe of this indecent interruption. 


WV as 4 8 
9 


m. 4 He was anſwered “ My pleaſure 


Interrupts you; I chuſe this hour to 


1 21zC my priſoner, Horace Auckland, 
Ine would-be Rector of Rothſay.— 


ard 


the Pfficers, do your duty; conduct him 
ne. Irhere I ordered!” 


D 3 : The 
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The blood of Arabella chilled within 4 L 


her veins; ſhe threw her fainting * 


frame upon the boſom of her Horace, 7 


and loſt each fad remembrance in inſen- 4 


ſibility. 


In this moment the cauſe of all chef 
painful confuſion, the monſter in a} 


human form, the vile deteſted Grimitone, 1 


approached the weeping Edwardina, 
and with a ſmile, ſuch as demons, if 1 
when delighted with their miſchief, 3 
may be ſuppoſed to wear, ſaid—* Behold 4 | 
your work | This begins my venge- 2 
ance !” | | = 


She deigned not to reply; but with i 
a Gignifid 
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dignified calmneſs, which ſeemed to 


Wiſted to remove the ſtill fainting 
4 rabella. 


Meantime Horace reſumed his natural 
ks Prtitude ;—he looked on his oppreflor ; 
b fell beneath the honeſt look, and 


© 2 
z iſappeared at a remote door, while the 
; f q yrmidons of law conducted their 
, 3 riſoner to. a waiting carriage, which 
3 Pas to take them to the metropolis, for 
ſuch were the orders of the vile Grim- 


_ 

__ 

tone 

5 2 o 
1 


nidſt the execrations of all around, 


5 4 Mr. Greville attended the dear ſuffer- 
of 
ng youth a few miles. 


1 7 
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On rechlibion Horace remember; 1 | 
during his father's laſt viſit to Cambridge, 
he deſired his name, ſaying, as he was i 


4 


age, it was a neceſſary form in che I 
| 


— Te 
= 
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renewal of an an leaſe. 


* 


RIES 


- e 
— — 
- 


His noble nature little ſuſpected any 
deception—little imagined a father | 4 
would have meanly betrayed his o.. 1 
ſon ;—but ſo it proved; he had not only 1 
reſigned all right and title to the 
Rectory of Rothſay, but became join 
ſecurity for three thouſand pounds, loſt to 


Grimſtone the fatal night at Bath. 


7 


I know our generous Arabella will 
not heſitate ; 1 know her noble nature | 4 


# 
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„i contribute to the happineſs of the 


r devoted family while a guinea 
4 mains. — But, alas! five thouſand 
* Lands is not an inexhauſtible fund for 
HW wants of ſo many. Sweet girl! ſhe 
2 dw owns to me that ſhe knew poor 
9 Lorace had no benefice. 


$ 


i 
bm 
WH 


'n 4 My uncle told her the deception that 
1 ad been practiſed on him; and that 


ic duced her, with a generoſity and great- 


_ 4 Th 
_ 
- 
% wy 
WV ö 


it Weſs of mind all her own, to even lay 


9 


o Inder the imputation of apparent inde- 
4 icacy, and urge her lover to haſten the | 
I lay of marriage, Good God! how will 
It all end! 


Ds M 
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My dear ſiſter is in a raging feverl 1 


Mrs. Auckland, with her four daughter 4 


have taken refuge in a farm houſe, = 


II 


If 
returning compoſure enables them 10% 
arrange ſome plan for the future. 1 


Alas! alas! what anguiſh, what q 
diſtreſſes has the diſſolute life of Mr.“ I 
Auckland reduced his amiable family to! 6 9 


3 


— Dear unfortunates! may the ſun of ö 
peace, of proſperity yet gladden their 


minds, and irradiate their dwelling ! Ig 1 


Mr. Greville tells me Mrs. Auckland 


has a ſiſter married to Lord Haverland. 
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I never heard her mentioned, fo] ſuppoſe i 
ſome family diſputes have diſunited 4 
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m; yet ſurely under ſuch ſevere and - 
ters merited ſufferings her Ladyſhip will 
nt oice to ſooth and aſſiſt ſuch a ſiſter. 
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to | 
Arabella demands my cares, and I 


uſt haſtily conclude. 


3 3 ; , . i 
lat My dear aunt's moſt dutiful 
4 Rebecca Greville. 
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5 LETTER VII. 


Edwardina A dckland to 4 rabella 
Cranbourn. 


\ V E arrived in London laſt night, and L 


letter, 


YL 1 fi 
"= 
"6 , 


this morning received your welcome | 1 


All gratitude to that gracious Being 
who reſtores my Arabella to her affec- 


tionate, 


7 EDWwARDINA. 61 
4 nate, her admirin g friends! Beloved 
4 cl, let the innocence of thy heart, the 
Y pbleneſs of thy nature, the purity of 
$ y intentions ſuſtain thee—let them 
4 ite; they will gently whiſper to thy 
Undred mind that the adoring Horace 


ts with a dignity, rectitude, and honor 

bo 5 1 i 5 

3 at prove him not undeſerving of thy 

Feaſured heart. , 

| 3 
1 


7 9 | 
. 


Could he, your Edwardina's brother, 
he man your reaſon approved, your 
3 pnderſtanding * honored, your heart. 
ö oved, could he poorly take advantage of 
4 enerous affection, and involve his dear 
1 zirl in the misfortunes of this ill-fated 

iy: The ſon of my mother diſ- 
q EE | dains 
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dains the thought; but I feel an invi- 


"5 : 


that in the 1 of futurity there reſts 3 


i | 


ſome auſpicious moment when Horace * . 


will, enraptured, claim his — 

bride; then will the deſtroying influence 

of a viper be no more, then will he 4 
gnaſh his teeth in anguiſh to behold the 2 
race his malignify devoted to ruin, riſe | + 
ſuperior in happineſs and honor, ile | | 
at his little vengeance, and defy his 4 
narrow power.—Poor Rothſay Manor, 2 7 
what a lord haſt thou! I regret the 1 1 
hours of innocence, the days of peace I 1 
paſſed beneath thy dome ! There I firſt © 
breathed, there I firſt loved my Arabella, | | 
and hoped to ſee her radiant virtues 4 
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A heer and adorn the highly favored 
t, 9 Pot; but mourn not, Arabella: the ſun 
ts 1 ill ſhine, the ſtars will glitter as brightly 


e in ſome other ſcene. Yes, beloved 


. 
. * 
1 C 
C7 
+ + 
Fa” 
* . 
— 


rabella, you ſhall be the gentle keeper 


A þ 
e f each ſecret thought; fear not that 
e Wy circumſtance ſhall be hidden from 


e Pu; you ſhall ſupply our wants, con- 
Fibute to our wiſhes, and all the comfort 


Wc enjoy will ſpring from Arabella. 


Yes, ſweet friend, Horace is at liberty; 
Put to relate the particulars you deſire, 
TJ muſt tell you, on his arrival in London, 
was conducted to a manſion deno- 


_— 


„ MWinated a ſpunging-houſe, and there 
s Wonfined within the limits of one little 


6 room. 


4 
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room. Sunk in deſpondency, he had 4 
caſt his wearied frame into an arm-chair, i 4 
and was revolving the ſad occurrences i 
of a day which dawned with promiſe of 2 
the richeſt bleſſing, when his reverie was 9 
interrupted by ſome one pronouncing A 
his name. It was a College friend; the 7 
bluſhof ſhame crimſoned his cheeks, and | 

confuſion for a moment held him mute; » 
but conſcious honor ſoon reſumed q 


„ 


its empire in his honeſt breaſt. He 1 


1 F 
| ft explained the circumſtances that impri- 
10 ſoned him, and candidly added he was 
| | hopeleſs of freedom. 4 


> a% 


iſ! J came,” faid the amiable youth | | 
Wil! to whom he ſpoke, «to adminiſter 


lf comfort b 
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4 0 Imfort and relief to a gentleman who 
4 ade an application to me on the ſlight 
* x ndation of having once dined with 
of N in a public company at Richmond ; 
it I find Champaign and an Italian 
4 1 rante have anticipated my intention. 
A ou, my dear Horace, have not ſuch 
d 4 axiliaries, and, continued he, with a | 
3 1 2nignant ſmile, I ſhall therefore paſs 
d Wy evening with you over a bottle of 


1 
e aret ;—and if you are as generous as [ 


Im, why you will repay me the com- 
s liment to-morrow.” 


Eternal bleſſings on this noble youth! 
1 The foul of Horace is the ſoul of 
1 onor ; he knows no pride but that of 
| | principle 


— 
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principle he met a kindred mind, and 4 
next morning was at liberty. * 
| He flew to us in our new habitation ; 1 
his unexpected preſence acted like elec- 3 ; 
tricity on my mother ; it rouſed every 1 
torpid feeling, and ſhe ſeems to have 4 | 
acquired fortitude to repel misfortune, ll 


and patience to endure it. 


Our lodging is ſmall, but commodious; | 3H 
z 

I feel even happy in being remote from | 3 
the ſmiling malice of our enemy, and 
removed from the ſneering pity of thoſe | 3% 
who once beheld us with envy. Y 


A remnant till remains in my 
mother's i 
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a. 
8 nr 


Pother's purſe of our ſhattered fortunes ; 
hen exhauſted, you, beloved 
rabella, ſhall repleniſh the diminiſhed 


2 
Pore. 
My mother meditates a viſit to her 


„e ſter, Lady Haverland ; ſhe hopes it 
May benefit Horace, who, with your 


3 pprobation, will enter the Army. I 
Pope little; for from what I can learn, 


4 he is proud, unfeeling, and reſentful, 


$ Ind never forgave my father rejecting 


4 ter offered hand, and diſtinguiſhing my 


other. Fatal preference Lady 


F#1averland, be gracious! for thy guar- 
lian was watchful of thy repoſe, and 


iy leaven diſappointed thy wiſhes to 
ecure thee thy future peace. 


, Fl 
bo | Dear 
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Dear, dear Arabella, be careful of 
your returning health ; remember our 4 I 
united happineſs, our very exiſtence 1 
depend on you; remember you are my 3 | 
brother's,—remember his life and TR 5 


* 4 


are in n your keeping. 3 


Sometimes, my ſweet friend, notice 3 
my poor penſioners ; offer our kindeſt 4 
regards to your amiable ſiſter, Mr. 2 
Greville, and your aunt. My little fiſters 4 
do not like the confined dimenſions n 
their humble abode; they often aſk when 


the ugly man will leave Rothſay, that hey j | 


may return to their own eee I 
and their fine gardens ; and, Arabella, 
ſometimes 4 


( 
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metimes a tear, ſometimes a ſimile is 


eir anſwer. 


4 


Adieu, my friend !—my fiſter, adieu 


dulge me, cheer me with an immediate 


eply. Our mother's love to you; 


Horace writes himſelf ; you ſhall ſoon 
4 dear again from, my dear Arabella, 
Your affectionate ſiſter and friend, 


Edwardina Auckland. 
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DBB 
LETTER VIII. 
;  From'the ſame to the ſume. 4 
I 
GENEROUs, noble Arabella! that, q 4 


7 


to the gentleſt heart, unites the greateſt 


43 I 
8 


ſoul ; you approve your hero, bid him 1 


go attain the independence, the charac- 3 
ter he ſighs for, and then return and 1 
claim his reward in the hand of Arabella; 1 
that ſhould fortune, friends, the world 4 

forſake i 1 
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rake him, fill ſhall Arabella be his 


rn, and for ever. 


J Think, my friend, what were his 
elings when he read that part of your 


reer to us! He claſped it to his boſom, 

Wying, © Grant me but life and. merit to 
0 ward and bleſs ſuch excellence, and I 
Wl no more! — There utterance failed 
1 bim ; and to hide his ſtrong emotions, he 
t, 1 Hurried from the reſtraint of our pre- 


9 T | 
t ence. 
He has introduced Mr. Arundle, his 
d 4 amiable deliverer, to our acquaintance, 
FX ow romantic is the mind of youth! 
d 4 —how far does it wander from reality! 


| | Becauſe 
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by my brother, I had in idea formed hin 7 


pleaſing, and in his manners gentle, 


Becauſe this youth had acted generoulll 1 


of more than mortal mould, and expectei 
to behold a finiſhed Adonis; but 1 
ſuch thing, my Arabella : his perſon i * 


very well, his countenance open and 


*, 
2 
= 


unaſſuming, and intereſting. When my 


mother was about to offer acknowledg. * 


ments for his generous conduct to 


Horace, with a grace peculiar to himſel! 
he entreated her to be ſilent; he had only * 
gratified himſelf, and done that for 2 . 
friend, which that friend would do fo 


him. | 4 


Mr. Arundle has juſt entered the 
Army, 
: 3p 
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my, and Horace ſerves as volunteer in 
e fame regiment. Be the God of 


el Attle propitious ! reſtore our beloved 
m Morace, and his deſerving friend, to the 


ious hearts that love them! 


Poor Auguſta has been much indiſ- 
ed theſe ſeveral days, which diftreſſes 
y mother more than all her other 
Irrounding evils.—* Spare, ſpare, 
mighty Being, my children to my 
n | eſt hour!“ ſhe cries, with looks of 
r 1 eekneſs, „and I will never murmur 


for : "ICT 
'V thy diſpenſations. 


= '8 


Adieu, my dear friend! IT ſhall not 
they oſe this till after to-morrow, when 
ny, vor. 1. E you 
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you fhall know the n of our 
LA a 99-9105] 


2 
_— 


In Continuation. 


We have paid our viſit at Lor 
. our reception exceeded my 4 „ 
expectation, yet fell ſhort of my hopes 1 
we met without pleaſure, ſtaid without I 
enjoyment, and parted without reluct- 3 
ance. That cheerful familiarity, that 1 
happy eaſe, which conſtitute the charm [ 
of ſociety, were now here ſeen no where 3 4 
felt; yet, indeed, I love his Lordſhip l 


1 
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5 ever happier than when he can mike 
ppy: her Ladyſhip was more polite 


9 han kind more attentive than affec- 


Ponate. 


f I underſtand there are two ſons the 
; deſt Mr. Haverland dined with us. 
4 e is elegantly handſome; yet ſtill 
| 1 here is a contraction in his features, 
1 hauteur on his brow that Lavater 
ould ſay indicated a proud heart and 


at . 
| Farrow ſoul. I am not ſo learned in the 

Fience of phyſiognomy as to either 
re Xx a | : | 
flert or contradict; but I will pronounce 


| 3 im the rudeſt of his 85 for * kept 


i pertinent freedom andcfamailiar ſmile, 
8 | E 2. that 
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| alutrius Houſe is in the country, cher. 
fore of him I can ſay nothing, unleſs 


his Lordſhip to honor Horace with hi 


that I felt abaſhed, while J wiſhed 1 5 
look contempt. The other prop of = 


is that I believe he is no favorite with h. F 


mother, but ſtands high in the — 4 7 
and opinion of his father. AF 


At the deſſert my mother ventured i 


diſcloſe her circumſtances, and entreatc! 


intereſt in procuring a commiſſionſ 3 
Methought a chilling frown pervadei 
the features of her Ladyſhip as m. 
mother ſpoke, and when Lord Haverlan'# 
aſſured her nathing in his power bout 
be e to * him. F 


"_ 28 
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she added“ Yes, my Lord ; but I 
ſorry misfortune alone forced Mrs. 
Muckland to ſeek the door of a ſiſter.” 


üs And I am ſorry, Madam,” rejoined 
Lordſnip, * that you could find no 
her moment to make the remark ; I 


"Wo regret the cauſe, though I muſt ever 


1 , ngratulate myſelf on the effect intro- 
1 cing me to a ſiſter whom I ſhall ſoon 


* ve as much as I now admire and h 
1 pes. * | ” 
oO 2 
a0 He then kindly. changed the ſubject 
nj y aſking if I played on any inſtrument ; 
and : 

A d on- my anſwering, on ſeveral, he 
ul 


Rectionately led me to the muſic room. 
is Lordſhip is quite an amateur; he 
E 3 ſeemed 
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ww 


ſeemed charmed with my performance, | 
and on my quitting the harp, ſaid 1 "= 4 
harmony itſelf. How pleaſing i is flatter 
from the lips we love, or when ve 1 
wiſh to pleaſe | 3 


After tea and coffee we fat down 6 
| a 0 . : . "4 
cards. Several viſiters arrived; Lady 


Haverland recovered her good humour; 1 


won ſeveral rolleaus, and it was not till: 


; very late hour that we left the lend 
| reſidence for our own lowly habitation, Þ 


Good "OO my Arabella! Spirits ol 
peace, and angels of the night watch 
your ſoft ſlumbers, and give you golden 
dreams! Horace will write after his 

interview 


1 , = 
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ce 2 

2 rterview with his og”: Auguſta con- 
va 

9 Inues ill; Heaven reſtore the little 
eb | 

'Y Irling rhe apothecary thinks ſhe 
breeding ſome eruptive diſorder.— 


zood night again! 
Edwardina Auckland. 
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Prom the ſame to the ſame. 


You ' cannot conceive, my gentle 
friend, with what a blaze of ſplendor 3 + 


"* 
; "tk 


this faſhionable aunt of our's breaks i in 4 


upon our quiet, unimportant moments. 4 
I would not be ſevere, but, in fad truth, 
I verily believe, inſtead of the PR | 
r viſits which pour the wine f 
and 
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nd oil of compaſſion into the wounds 
| 3 f a dejected heart, ſhe intends td abaſh 
3 is by her greatneſs, and humble us by 


* 1 _ 4 << 4 mY — * 
4 © ap * 0 : % * 
2 p * 
. * bY 
, * U 


Ker imagined ſuperiority. Poor woman! 


&—yes, Arabella, poor woman! ſhe 
Kannot feel the conſcious dignity. of 
upproving thought, or the unobtruſive 
if 4 8 


grandeur of a noble ſpirit; her form, 
41 Pedecked and glittering as it is with 


Ro 45 


3 11 
ET) 


4 oftly finery, only enſhrines a ſpark, 
le 4 which, if diſrobed of borrowed bright- 
1 nels, would fink, unnoticed, to its dark- 


ned nothingneſs. 


Laſt night the ſervant had removed 
our ſlender repaſt, the watchman pro- 
M 1 claimed the hour” of ten, and the little 
d 3 . Bis ſuffering 


1 


5 4 2 
A > 
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ſuffering Auguſta lay in her mother's s þ 1 
boſom, when a loud rapping announced 4 
a faſhionable viſiter :—it was Lay 
; Haverland. | : 1 


\ 


4] 

My mother roſe not, for the child 4 
flumbered but ſhe ſmiled her welcome, 
while I offered a chair. I 


7 
iz 
2 
3# 


= 
1% 


I knew not,” faid her Ladyſhip, 
throwing herſelf into it, as if fatigued, HS 


1 knew not that you kept ſuch late . 
SIE | 9 
hours; I came, /ans ceremonie, to take 


coffee with you, and I fee you have but 
juſt dined.” 1 


* Dined!“ repeated my * F 
9 Ar, 


| 
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3 ſiſter, we have ſupped; and as my 


# 
- 1 


d Mittle girl is ſo very ill, I was retiring 


F £ 


y 2 with her tc bed: but, ſhe continued, 
niling, © the pleaſure of your com- 


a I any is worth a cup of coffee, and we 


3 


» 


4 hall have it immediately, and then ö 


A "20.1 interrupted her Ladyſhip 
4 I mpatiently, and for the firſt time caſt 
k 2 ger eyes on the little angel, © ill—good 
| 4 God ſhe ſeems dying is it a fever? 
e 1 | ſhall expire with apprehenſion!“ 
e | 
t 3 If my mother felt like me, her heart 
1 uſt have turned fick with indignation ; 
however it might be, the replied with 


_ 
8 
9 


„ fralmneſs—“ She has indeed a violent 
E 6 fever; 
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fever; ; but do not expire through appre- | ; 2 
henſion, and you are in no other danger, | | 
for this fever you had ſome thirty and 4 q 
odd years ago. Auguſta has the ſmall © 

x, and an alarming kind. The apo- 
thecary gives little hope; had I the 
power, I would have the. advice of a 


LEES : 


phyſician.” 


Her Ladyſhip now breathed more 
free ; the aromatic vinegar was repock- 
eted, and after a hem or two, ſhe regret- 3 ; 

ted her ſiſter's terrible condition, wiſhed | 1 
ſhe could contribute to alleviate her 
diſtreſſes, but indeed every article was 4 

ſo expenſive, the knew not what to. de, 
or what might yet be her own fate. 

G4 5 5 Lord, 


0 
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* Lord, what a ſuperb feather !” 


She had caſt her eyes on a box, from 
Swhich I had taken ſome trumpery to 
Wire Augutta's doll, and the plume you 
preſented me for the evenin g of the 
: a interrupted wedding, lay in it expoſed to 
view, and attracted her Ladyſhip's 
3 notice. ; 
„% What a charming feather, Ed- 
- 3 rardina ! 1 proteſt I gave four guineas 
4 3 Yeſterday for one inferior to either of 


1 "= * 
Fo * F 4 a 
4 


r theſe; I want two more: your mother 


] cannot, Madam, ſo muchdiſhonor 
f the 
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the nuptial preſent of the firſt” * 8 
friends.” And while I ſpoke, the anf 
of mortified, anguiſhed pride gathered 
in my eyes.—* No, Madam, they arc 3 
above all price in my eſtimation, but F 
ſtill they are your's ; and if yau think * 
them worth acceptance, I aſk no other | 
recompence than a viſit from your phy- 


ſician to my little ſiſter.“ N 


« My dear girl,” ſhe cried, and the ® 
gratified ſpirit of vanity ſparkled in he: 0 
eyes, my dear girl, he ſhall attend 
when you pleaſe—to-night. Why did 4 
not you mention it before? But indeed fer 


that muſt not be the price of your * 
plume ; but, my dear Mrs. Auckland, 
- | | ol 


«© - + 
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u and Edwardina cannot be excuſed— 
8 am at home to-morrow.“ 


| [ % And ſo am I,” retorted my mother, 
| Wderſtandiag her ; and ſhe looked as 
Would a reproving angel or on an embol- 
d ned ſinner. 

FP % Well,” continued her Ladyſhip, 
but you miſcomprehend mel mean 
W-morrow is my night I am at home 
every body.“ 17 


F< And I,” added her virtuous, ſuf- 
f ing ſiſter, „ am at home alone to 
neſs and to ſorrow ! Fie ! fie! child 
my father and my mother ; but this 
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v your hour of triumph, my hour of 


* 


trial 


* 

* 2 n 0 

2 2 * = 
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3 
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. « Mrs. Auckland, my nerves are too 


. - — A 
* 8 7 n Ig 
— 2 . * n 3 3 
— 1 fx — v mn 
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weak to bear preaching ; indeed I think 
my attention deſerved better treatment; 
but I know you of old, and laugh at 3 
your envy.” | 6 


3 
8 A 


1 | 4 
My mother replied not 3 her 2 3 
0 pirit retired within itſelf, yet ſure the 
retributive angel marked the moment. 
The coffee was ſerved ; her Ladyſhip 1 
took a cup in filence, bade us a mol!” 
ceremonious good evening, and forgo | 
not to take her feathers, She was ſeated 
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, | k the carriage, when one of the foot- 
en came up, faying, his Lady had 
Prgot to tell Mrs. Auckland that Lord 


Iaverland wiſhed: to ſpeak to her about 
oviding for Mr. Horace. 


I received the meſſage with as much 
' almneſs as I could aſſume; I conſidered 
e poor fellow was, what he is, the 
"y 4 zenial ſlave of a cruel, imperious, un- 
"Y | Katural woman; and ſaying Mrs. Auck- 
] nd ſhould be informed, I returned to 
Ke chamber of ſickneſs. 


hs hour is come, beloved Arabella, 


ga which we muſt. draw on more than 
tel our affection; the laſt guinea is now 


gone 


- 4 
- * _— a 


r 


gone forth from the trembling hand d 4 | F 
my mother |——Pain, fain would [7 4 
ſpare thy gentle heart the pang — 9 
Spare, ſpare thyſelf; think not on all we | 
feel, Fer donot forget your ſuffering 4 

Edwardina Auckland 
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q 13 LETTER X. 


From tlie ſame to the ſame. 


i OUR ſaddened anxious days have 
lapſed, and ſtill no anſwer from my 

rabella.—Multiply not, Oh Miſery ! 
"Wop thy fatal influence, nor reach the 


ntle boſom of my friend oh! in 
- dercy, | if you live, write and relieve 
4 our 
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our anxiety—ſay but that you are wel, 
and I am not quite a wretch. T 
inhuman Lady Haverland ſent no phy. ® 


ſician; Horace was out of town with © |. 


Mr. Arundle ; Auguſta grew worſe — the > 


apothecary could do no more ;—he or. ® 


dered jellies and cordials to throw ou: K 
the diſorder if poſſible. 


My mother looked in my face, then 
on the altered features of her infa 
darling ; her lips moved . Allis gone” | 
Il have nothing left,” ſhe would have a 
ſaid, but utterance was denied —the . 
words died on her quivering lips, 'Y 


the ſpeechleſs meaning reached m 
heart. 
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1 f 1 had read, my Arabella, of thoſe 
b. a ſtreſſes which ſpring from excurſive 
1 < cy ; I had read of accommodating 
i Roplc who gave money on valtables ; 
he 2 ; lew to my cabinet, my bracelets, rings, 
r. Wy watch—I took them all, called a 
u ach from the firſt ſtand I ſaw, and 

A f on depoſited what procured me twenty 


4 4 
1 


| 1 punds. In my return I ordered ſome 
er, ] Alies, and enquired who was the moſt 

ant Iilful phyſician, and where he reſided. | 
ne 1 was directed to Dr. Way ; he was 
* ; home, and accompanied me to the 
the d of my dying ſiſter. He needed not 
yet. 1 announce the little angel's fate; the 
m pproaches of death were too viſible; 
He retained her ſenſes, raiſed her feeble 


J 
had hands, 
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hands, opened her eyes, and, though in 
thick and broken accents, ſaid a few iſ 
words. —* Mama can't fave me now, 
nor Edwardina ; but God loves me! 
—Oh take me, take me! My mother 
held her little hands laid my lips upon 
her cheek.— Dear, dear !” ſhe could Hr 
ſay no more; a ſoft figh bore her infant 
ou to the regions of endleſs repoſe, 


The Agens took his fee, and then 
his leave. 
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I attended my mother to bed, and—it 
mult have been the fortitude of deſpair— 


WS 
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then felt ſufficient compoſure to perform 
the neceſſary duties to the dear departed 
Auguſta. 
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\uguſta,—lIn the confuſion of unknown 
lead her cold remains will repoſe to- 
orrow. EE. ; 

Horace is this moment returned; 
ethinks a comfort is in his very name. 
Deareſt Arabella, write directly, and pity 
and pray for your poor 

Edwardina, 


. KE'ITER 


— 


96 EDWARDIN A. 


LETTER XI. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


TirRE needed no proof, dear 
Arabella, of your unſhaken attachment, 
your exalted generoſity. We received 
your welcome letter this morning, with 
your remittance and letter of credit; 
moſt frugally, beloved girl, (hall we uſe | 
it, 
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it, and while we ſip the cup, ſhall bleſs 
the benignant hand that repleniſhes it! 
In the midſt of. forrow we joy that you 
are well ; and though we regret your 
amiable aunt's indiſpoſition, we feel a 
ſatisfaction that you are removing from 
Rothſay—even inanimate objects mutt 
recal to a mind gently ſenſible as your's 
the moſt unpleaſing ſcenes, and ] repeat 
therefore that we rejoice you are leaving 
it; may the renovating ſprings of Bath 
reſtore the health of your aunt, and the 
gaiety around charm the ſaddened ſpirits 
of my Arabella, and teach her for a while 
to ſmile at diſappointment! 


My dear mother, with patience in her 
VOL. 1. * looks, 


looks, and reſignation in her heart, ſeems 


ſtruggle with diſtreſs in a world which 


98 EDWARDINA, 


haſtening to thoſe regions where ſuffer. 
ing worth can only meet its reward 
My anguiſhed ſpirit ſhrinks from the 
idea ; and yet why ſhould I wiſh her to 


promiſes nothing ? 


The atmoſphere of London agrees | 
not with her delicate and now enfeebledM 
frame : Horace implores her to try the 
effect of her native air, and aflures her it 

will give him redoubled ſpirits during 
his conſtrained abſence if ſhe will allow 
him to attend us to Cardiganſhire before 
his final departure. I think cur united 
entreaties will prevail, for we have 
artfully 
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rtfully infinuated the cheapneſs of 


| rrovifions in that remote corner of the 
World ;—ſhould we go, I ſhall have the 
Wc licity once more to claſp my Arabella 


Wo this longing heart, as we ſhall cer- 


4 


zinly go through Bath. 


Some Election buſineſs has taken Lord 


averland to Yorkſhire for a little time, 


Wo that Horace has not yet had the 


Wonor of an introduction. Lady 


averland heeds us not; a few days after 


| He funeral of my ſiſter ſhe left her card. 


Oh Ein! faſhion to what doſt 


hou transform the ſons and daughters of 
umanity! Thank Heaven I was 
eared remote, far, far remote from thy 


F 2 deſtroying 
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ot | . | | . ; 
deſtroying ſchool ; Nature is my guide, 
and when I forget her ſimple, yet ſacred Ml 


dictates, may I ceaſe to be 


Will you not gaze with aſtoniſhment 


when I tell you, my friend, that, unde- 


| fired, as unexpected, Mr. Haverland has 


become our conſtant viſiter? With 


emboldened familiarity he avows that 


love for me is the magnet that attracts 4 


him, and very dutifully conſigns fatherand 


mother to the Prince of Darkneſs if they 


ſhould offer oppoſition to what he calls his 


deareſt wiſhes. Spite of myſelf, I cannot 


feel offended, yet, with reſpect, and even 
kindneſs, have aſſured him that T will 
never givea beggared wiſe to any one, that 


6 | pride 
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pride will chain me to a ſingle ſtate, 
chat I could endure reproach from none, 


and leaſt of all from myſelf. 


To theſe remonſtrances he will not 
liſten, but overpowers me with promiſes 
and profeſſions, and then beſeeches the 
interference of my mother. Sweet 
ſaint! ſhe replies principle will never 
auow her to tolerate addreſſes which 
1 Lady Haverland would not only diſap- 
prove, butexecrate ; that her Edwardina 
would grace any family, and therefore 
ſhall never, with her conſent, be ſpurn- 
ed by her own, becauſe deficient in that 
which only the ſordid and ungenerous 


value. 


7 3 Horace 


e 
* 


Horace tells him, with good - humour- 


* * n 


ed ſeriouſneſs, that his parent's ſanction 


— Ok. + _,” 


cannot be diſpenſed with, while he whit. 


pers to me My ſiſter reaſons with a 
heart at eaſe.” 


) 
j 


The amiable, unobtruding Arundcle, | 
Jed by my brother, ſometimes viſits our 8 
humble abode ; - modeſt, generous, and 
obliging, he times his attentions happily, 
and through the medium of his friend ; 
delicately cheers our ſadneſs, and leſſens WM 
our cares. I am conſtrained to yield 
the palm of elegance to the volatile f 
Haverland; yet muſt the mild virtues of 
Arundle at once warm, elevate, and 
intereſt the heart, and the fluttering 


graces 


rr 
* 
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graces of the one ſink into nothingneſs 


when compared with the honor, feeling, 


and genuine worth of the other. The 


W heart is wayward, my Arabella; why 


does not admiration accompany eſteem ? 


Il truſt I am not vain; I hope my 
| underſtanding will guard me from ſo 


great a weakneſs—therefore to you, my 


friend, my dearer ſelf, I will confeſs : 


I think Arundle fighs for your Ed- 


wardina ; my mother wiſhes it, my bro- 


| ther avows it; I can only repeat—Oh 


my wayward heart! — — — — 


| a ſcene! I have now every reaſon to 


believe Haverland and Arundle know 
and hate each other. | 
F 4 Laſt 
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Laſt night the former was announced, 


when, with ill-concealed agitation and 
. confuſion, Arundle pleaded a recollected 
appointment, and haſtily took his leave; 
they however met on the ſtairs, and 
exchanged an angry glance. 
1 After the common compliments, Mr. | | 
i Haverland aſked me with impatience on | 
g what terms the gentleman juſt gone, 


viſited me. 


« He is my brother's deareſt friend, 
Sir!“ 


— — — — 


* And his fiſter's favored lover, 
Madam,” he added, with ill-reprefled 
diſplcaſure, 
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diſpleaſure.—“ Do you know him well, 
Miſs Auckland?“ ; 

« | know him for the beſt, the moſt 
generous of his kind, though a ſtranger 
to his family, his circumſtances, and 
pretenſions; but his goodneſs muſt do 
honor to whatever race he belongs, and 


give diſtinction to whomever he ap- 


proves.“ 


« Then it is for him I am treated 
with coldneſs—am rejected ; you love 
him, accept him;—but he lives not, by 
Heaven, to exult !|—Periſh his milky 
{pirit !Periſh my daring ſoul if I 

| F 5 purſue 
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purſue him not with unrelenting ven- 
geance !” 


No one was preſent, Arabella; I trem- 
bled at his violence, ſhrunk affrighted 
from his menaces, and. unable to either 


r a 3 . aca 


ſpeak or retreat, burſt into an agony of 
tears. 


He fell on his knees.—* Precious 
Edwardina, weep not, but deign, angelic | 
girl! to calm the tempeſt raging in my 


ns RO, IS ei es 


adoring boſom : ſay he is not dear, ſhall 
never boaſt this beloved hand, and I will 

ſwear by Heaven—its God—even by your 
lovely ſelf, to never more offend or fright 
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your gentle nature. by my violence !” 


My 
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My heart, Arabella, was ſoftened; 
but I diſdained its weakneſs. I aroſe; 
and, ſupported by the conſciouſneſs of 
acting right, coldly replied, that when he 
had learned how to reſpect a couſin, I 
ſhould conſider what anſwer he deſerved. 
He would have detained me ; and while 
varied paſſions gave a tremor to his 
voice, he ſupplicated a moment: but I 
was predetermined, and left him to 
meditate alone, 


He went away immediately, and I 
haſtened to communicate what had 
paſſed to my mother. For a moment 
ſhe gazed with maternal anxiety ſtrongly 


depicted in her ſweet countenance; then 


7 taking 
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taking my hand, ſhe ſaid,—“ I have 
trembled for-the peaceof my Edwardina; 
J had feared her gentle heart inclined to 
one ill formed indeed to pair with her 
mild virtues. —Heaven guard thee, my 
child, from ſuch a fate! III, ill does the 


feeble plant oppoſe the whirlwind's fury 


„ /// . . 
> . 
% 


—it breaks; and ſo would Edwardina's 


heart with ſuch a huſband !” 


Horace now entered, and the con- 4 
verſation was continued. His ſentiments 
reſpecting Mr. Haverland were in uniſon 
with my mother's He added, his 
pride—his pride in a deſerving ſiſter 
revolted from the thought of her 
entering a family that knew not her 


value ; 
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value; his principle revolted from her 
union with a man who knew no law but 
his own impetuous paſſions, nor con- 
ſidered aught but their gratification.— 
« I would lead you, my darling ſiſter, 
he concluded, —** gratitude would lead 
you to the faithful. boſom of ſanctified 
love, that ſighs for the ſweet poſſeſſion; 
but the heart, Edwardina, makes its 


= own diſtinctions, and can alone deter- 


mine in ſo nice a point.“ 


Still, (till T repeat, my wayward heart. 
Tears were the only anſwer I could 
give. My mother and Horace folded 
me alternately m their kindly arms, and 


I had collected compoſure, and was 


about 
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F 
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about to unfold the inmoſt, the oppoſ- 
ing ſentiments of my ſoul, when the 
ſervant preſented a note from Lord 
 Haverland, requeſting our company to 
dinner next day, as he had ſomething to 
propoſe for Horace. Our converſation 
now took a turn; we debated, redebated, 
and the ſubject cloſed with your Horace 
declaring he would follow Arundle to 
the field, ſhare his dangers, and partake 
his offered fortune. What that fortune is, 
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my brother is ignorant of; but he avows 
himſelf independent, though he cau- 
tiouſly avoids ſpeaking of his family, or 
any ſubject that could lead to diſcover it, 
Horace added that my approbation of 
his pretenſions would ſoon elucidate the 
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myſtery. Good night, my dear, dear 
Arabella ! kindeſt, deareſt friend, adieu! 
I will write again in a day or two, for I 
know you are anxious, tenderly anxious 
to hear the minuteſt circumſtance con- 
cerning your 


 Edwardina Auckland, 
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LETTER XII. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Heav ENS! my Arabella, to what a 
ſcene have I been witneſs! How ſhall 
I deſcribe it? how portray the various 
emotions of my agitated ſpirit? If 
poſſible, I will be collected, and convey 
you ſome faint idea of what I have 
ſaſtained. 

We | 


— 
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We accepted Lord Haverland's invi- 
tation; and that we might converſe 
uninterrupted by company, repaired 
unceremoniouſly at a very early hour to 
Groſvenor Square. On our arrival me- 
thought the ſervant ſeemed confuſed, and 
debating with himſelf whether to admit 
us, or not; however we were announced, 


and attended to the preſence of Lord 
and Lady Haverland ;—her Ladyſhip fat 
with ill-diſſembled calmneſs, and coldly 


offered a formal compliment of welcome; 


a ſaddened reſerve pervaded the open 


countenance of his Lordſhip, and an 
expreſſion of complicated thought dark- 
ened every feature. My mother, believ- 
ing herſelf unconcerned in the commo- 

tion, 


I - EDWARDINA. 


tion, advanced with her uſual complacent 

ſmile, and introduced Horace to his 
uncle. His Lordſhip accepted the 
offered hand, and bowing, deſired he 
would be ſeated. A viſible reftraint 
now pervad=d us all; an embarraſſing 
filence enſued, and I can aſſert ſome of 
us felt like an awkward booby dropped 
in the middle of a faſhionable aſſembly, 
Though unconſcious why, I could not 
look up, but fat biting my gloves, as if to 
deſtroy the fingers had been the arduous 
aim 1 of the moment. 


At length Lord Haverland ſpoke.— 
c You will wonder,” ſaid he, addreſſing 


my mother, and agitation gave a tremor 
to 
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to his voice, you will wonder, Madam, 


at the ſtrangeneſs of our demeanor, and 
ſtill more at the reception a juſt reſent- 
ment conſtrains me to give you and your 
family; for I was every way inclined. to 
love and honor you, and promote the 


intereſt and happineſs of your children. 
I believed you, Mrs. Auckland, if not 


ſuperior, equal to the moſt unerring of 
your ſex; I believed you incapable of 
deception, and unpractiſed in the little 
arts which degrade the dignity of the 
human mind. I would not reproach 
yoa, would ſpare your feclings, but that 
I muſt juſtify a conduct which may be 
deemed ſevere, if not unnatural: yet 
my nature revolts from wounding even 

the 
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the ungenerous; and when I declare 
myſelf acquainted with the encourage. 


ment you have given to the clandeſtine 


pretenſions and imprudent conduct of 


my ſon, be conſciouſneſs your only 
| puniſhment !”. 


— 
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« They deſerve ſomething more 
ſevere,” added her Ladyſhip, with malign 
bitterneſs, © they deſerve the worſt, 

who could meanly ſupplicate the parent 
for aſſiſtance, when they were impoſing 
on the eaſy credulity—indeed pillaging | 
the ſon.“ | 


why Madam,” interrupted his Lordſhip, 
ſternly, „I command you to forbear ; 


reprehenſion 
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reprehenſion becomes not your lips. — 


She now indignantly quitted the room. 


% Yes, Madam,” he continued, turn- 
ing to my mother, be conſciouſneſs 
your only puniſhment !”” and he bowed 


as if he had cloſed his addreſs. 
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My amiable mother aroſe; a quiet 
dignity animated her every feature, and 
imparted an air of innate greatneſs to 
her figure. She returned his Lordſhip's 
bow, and ſpoke with a fervid compoſure. 
—“ Yes, my Lord, with my conſciouſ- 
neſs I go—wronged, inſulted, and tra- 
duced I go, nor would offer my inj ured 
| ſpirit ſuch indignity as the refutation 
1 I could 
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I could give no, to your fon I appeal ; 
if he poſſeſſes but a little of his father, 


= far leſs of his mother, he may give that 
| explanation I diſdain !” 


The indignant ſoul of Horace ſeemed 


burſting from his ſwelling boſom ; and he 
was about to haughtily juſtify Eis accuſed 
parent, when with a firmneſs approach- 
ing the ſevere, ſhe commanded him on 
his duty to deſiſt. She had reached the 


door, we filently following, when his 


£ 
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Lordſhip, in a ſoftened voice, and. with a 
look in which there was more kindneſs 
than anger, informed my brother an 
Enfigncy awaited his acceptance, or if 


he 
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e preferred it, an appointment of equal 
value in the Stamp Office. 


The fire of generous pride ſparkled in 
the intelligent eyes of your hero; he turned 
as if a world had been his own. —“ Your 
Lordſhip muſt take back your favors,” 
ſaid he; conſcious honor ſcorns them. 
Unſupported, and unfortuned as I am, 
I ſcorn them ; nor could the bounties of 


a Prince, who preſumed to impeach a 


mother's truth, tempt me to be great 
and guilty. I boaſt a friend, whoſe fate, 
whoſe very ſoul is mine: him I will 
follow, him I will ſerve, uphold a mo- 
ther, and protect a ſiſter againſt a race 


who 
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minate between perſiſtive obſtinacy and 


who, 28 they ſhare not, cannot feel their 
honeft worth. My Lord, farewel !“ 


6 Stay, cried his Lordſhip, ſpring- 
ing forward to detain him, “ ſtay, thou 
noble ſpirit! there is an energy, a gene- 
rous pride about thee that I muſt woo, 
and fain would win. Horace, I am 4 
man, and have the paſſions of a man; 
a nature not illiberal, I truſt, has had 
ſtrong teſtimony to believe you acted 
inconſiſtent with the ſentiments you 


profeſs : be not then too proud ; difcri- 


that greatneſs unallied to little pride, 
and you will not conſider it beneath the 
* of innocence to remove the 


impreſſions 


% 
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impreſſions a combination of circum- 
ſtances have made on my mind; - vouch- 
ſafe Lord Haverland, your uncle, 
entreats you then vouchſafe to ſay who 
gave you freedom when impriſoned ? 
whoſe bounty now ſupplies your family's 
» WH wants? who ardently demands your 


ſiſter's hand as a reward? who by your 


we 


mother is encouraged to perſevere in the 
clandeſtine ſuit Is it not my ſon? 
Let truth diſclaim theſe accuſations, and 
you areall the favored of my heart—the 
children of my care; and though by the 
refutation I may loſe a ſon, I ſhall recover 
a family which I love.” 


His Lordſhip had reſeated my mother 
vor. 1. G and 
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and me, when Horace, ſtill on his feet, 
replied to the interrogations of his uncle. 


« Moſt of your Lordſhip's charges,” 
ſaid he, with ſomewhat more com- 
placency in his tone and manner, © moſt 
of them I muſt anſwer with negatives, 
I owe my freedom to a noble friend— 
not your ſon, my Lord ; my family owes 
the ſcanty pittance of the day to the 
dear bounty of a generous ſpirit—not 
your ſon; the hand of Edwardina 
Auckland is proudly, paſſionately deſired 
by your ſon, but not as a reward for 
obligation ;—by her the honor is unac- 
cepted, by her mother unſanctioned and 
unwiſhed, by her brother interdicted, 

| 60 
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and, pardon me, my Lord, diſdained. 
— Gratitude would lead her innocence 
to the boſom of honor, would ſhelter 
her in the arms of generous affection, 
and unite her with a kindred fpirit— 
that is not your ſon, my Lord!“ 


Horace had finiſhed. 


* Good God!” exclaimed his Lord- 

ip, © this is inexplicable; theſe contra- 
lictions involve my ſenſes, deprive me of 
my reaſoning faculties ; my very judg- 

ent is bewildered ;—only two queſtions 

ore, my young friend, and -I will no 
onger treſpaſs on your patience or your 
andor.— Does Mr. Haverland entreat 
your fiſter's hand ?” 


G 2 cc My 
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„ My Lord, did I not ſay lo? Will 
he diſavow it? 


« Enough Who is the friend to 
whom you are obliged, the friend ſo 
highly favored, ſo greatly approved ?” 


* To his family and connections he 
keeps me a total ſtranger, though his 
kindneſs prays me to be the ſharer of his 
fortune. His worth diſtinguiſhes my 
ſiſter ; he honors her with preference, 
and would ſanctify his wiſhes by mar- 
riage; delicacy interdicted the imper- 
tinence of enquiry while only the inte- 
reſts of friendſhip - were concerned. | 
Should my ſiſter's deciſion be propitious 
to 
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to his ſuit, he will be more explicit, and 
diſſolve all myſtery: at preſent I can 
only ſay that the companion of my 
youthful ſtudies, the friend of my maturer 
years, and the choſen of my better judg- 
ment is Orlando Arundle.“ 


His Lordſhip almoſt ſtarted from his 
chair, his colour varied alternately with 
the viſible conflict of his thoughts, and 
he repeated Orlando Arundle !— 
Orlando Arundle ! and know you 20 
more, Horace, of Orlando Arundle ?” 


% I do not, my Lord.“ 


Then learn from me that you are 


G 3 innocently 
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innocently guilty—that I am right, 
though you are wronged. Orlando 
—— More he would have added, but 
he was interrupted; the room door 
opened, and Mr. Haverland, followed 
by Arundle, made his appearance. 


Arabella, I pray a moment—recollec. 
tions ſuſpend my pen ; but I will foon 
reſume my ſubject, though diſtreſſing to 
my feelings, — — — — — — 


Both Mr. Haverland and Arundle 
evidently had a wiſh to retreat ; but it 
was impoſſible, for his Lordſhip, with 
a voice bearing authority, commanded 


them to ſtop. 


A deathlike | 
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A deathlike paleneſs overſpread the 
face of Haverland ; he offered not even 
the common compliments of politeneſs, 
but his eyes glared with ſullen and 
reſentful meaning upon all around him. 
The deepeſt crimſon ſuffuſed the cheeks 
of Arundle, and for a moment he ſeemed 
abſorpt in thoughtful wonder ; but he 
ſoon recovered ſufficiently to reſpectfully 
addreſs my mother, and then offered his 
hand to Horace. | 


e Ourequivoque,” faid his Lordſhip, 
looking round, will now be explained, 
and the myſtery developed, for the 
denouement i is at hand, Mr. Auckland, 
in your honor, and in the virtues of your 
"6 4 © "0 
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family I have the moſt perfect confidence; 
I have proof even to conviction, and 
demonſtration beyond doubt, that you 
knew not to whom you was obliged, 
Orlando Arundle is my ſon, Mr. 
Haverland's brother : why he ſo tena- 
ciouſly concealed it from your family is 
yet to be known; butImuſt beſeech your 
patience while I give an explanation that 
may in ſome degree juſtify my late 
reſentment, and ſoften the impreſſion it 
made on you.“ 


Mr. Haverland aroſe to retire, while 
confuſion and anger flaſhed from his 
eyes. No, Sir,” faid his father, 
vou ſhall ſtay, to either vindicate | 
Xin: | your 
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| your ations, or ſubmit to the ſhame ſuch 


actions merit.“ 


Dear Arabella, I could have wept for 
his evident diſtreſs even while my 
honeſt heart acknowledged that eſteem 
muſt be the baſis of regard. Yes, my 
ſweet faultleſs friend, I feel that 
Haverland was dear; I feel the hope 
grow cold, the ſpark extinguiſh that. 
ſo late inconſciouſly illumed my dark- 
ened days. I_ventured one look while 
his father ſpoke ; he ſhrunk from the 
awaiting accuſation, turned from my 
glance : pale guilt contracted his brow, 
and dreaded reprehenſion obſcured thoſe 


eaſy graces which firſt ſurpriſed my 


| 


5a, 5 unpractiſed 
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unpractiſed heart. — I looked—Oh l it 

was my laſt fond lingering look; for the 
tear which tender commiſeration would 
have ſhed for his viſible ſuffering, ſome 
nameleſs ſentiment reſtrained, and the 
coldneſs of involuntary ſcorn froze the 
kind drop ere the ſoftening tribute fell. 


Il would reſume my ſubje& ;—why do 


feel unwilling, even to you, to reveal my 
thoughts, to relate the reſt ?!—But I 
am myſelf again, and will riſe ſuperior 


to a weakneſs that would degrade my 
nature, and flaſh my cheek with ſhame. 
oh Haverkand! Haverland ! why 
were you not taught that truth and 
honor can accompliſh every virtuous 
purpoſe ?—But you never learned, or 
8 5 had 


| 
| | 
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or had forgot the leſſon Hou are con- 
temned, and I am : | 


Edwardina. 


In Continuation. 
Again I commence. 


Ves, continued his Lordſhip, 
turning to my brother, © yes, Horace, 
Orlando is my ſon ; I glory in his early + 
worth, and with paternal exultation 
behold him the future pride and bleſſing 
of my age. 


G 6 « The 
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F « The happy diſcriminating fondneſ 
of my deceaſed brother made him greatly 
independent when he attains his twenty- 
ſecond year; till then his fortunes are 
guided by my better experience, nor am 
I more faithful to his intereſt, than 
anxiouſly watchful for his happineſs. 


His uncle loſt a deſervedly adored 
wife in child-bed, who became herſelf 
the tomb of her infant. He never 
recovered the ſhock ; but, abjuring all 
ſociety, devoted his ſaddened hours to 
the rearing Orlando, who was his god- 
fon. He only lived to ſee him twelve 
years old, when he bequeathed him his 
whole fortune, under the eaſy reſtrictions 


of 
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of my guardianſhip, and on the ſimple 


condition 'of his bearing the name of 
Arundle, which he venerated as being 
that of his lamented wife. 

In Orlando methought I perceived 
the dawnings of ſaperior virtue and 
talents ; he had my predilection, but his 
mother unnaturally appeared prepoſſeſſed 
againſt him, and laviſhed her whole 
ſtock of tenderneſs on his brother. She 
could not endure any lengthened abſence 
from her darling ; therefore, inſtead of 
accompanying his brother to the Uni- 


verſity, he entered the Guards, where 


he became a hero of the town, all his 
glorious 
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glorious exploits being achieved between 
Drury-Lane and Bond-Street. 


Some little time fince I recalled 
Arundle from College; I wiſhed to 
qualify him for a Borough in my gift, 
but he declined the cares, the intricacies 
of a ſtateſman's life, and choſe the 
Army. I was unwilling to croſs his 
inclinations, and promiſed my permiſſion 
in a few months. The conduct of 
Orlando to his brother has ever been 
generous, candid, manly, and tender ; 
with regret I fay, that of Francis has 


been envious, inſulting, and unnatural ; 


—it has been his illiberal aim to depre- 


ciate his excellence, as if it could have 
added 
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added any luſtre to his own character. 
But I approach the-point. Some few 
weeks ago I preſented each of my ſons 
five hundred pounds, and with all the 
father in my heart, jeſtingly told them, 
when expended, I ſhould feel a reſtleſs 
curioſity to inſpect their accounts, 
adding, thoſe I moſt approved ſhould 
have the moſt liberal allowance. Let 
diſcretion regulate your generolity, my 
dear boys, added I, and a happy libe- 
rality direct your economy; be neither 
parſimonious nor profuſe you will both 
be too wealthy to deſcend to the one, 
and I truſt too wiſe to fink entirely into 
the other; and always bear in your 
remembrance the neceſſary leſſon, that 
wealth 
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wealth may either be conſtituted a bleſ- 
ling, or converted to a curſe, '— 


No more was faid on the occaſion; 
they promiſed, ſmiling, to give me a 
faithful account, and I thought no more 
of it till within theſe few days, that 
ſeveral trades-people preſented bills for 
debts contracted by Arundle. I was pre- 
vented making any remonſtrance, which 
I intended, by Orlando, with ſome 
timidity indeed, requeſting a further 


te 


% Only a few weeks had elapſed ;— 
what could he have done with the five 
hundred pounds? I felt diſpleaſed, even 
| vexed 5 
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vexed; and Francis appearing at the 
moment, in a tone which exacted inſtant 
obedience, I demanded the promiſed 
account, Haverland ſeemed to inwardly 
exult ; he threw a glance of conſcious 
ſuperiority on his brother, and preſent- 
ing his pocket-book, ſaid the notes were 


untouched, I felt as much indignation | 


at the ſordidneſs of the one, as the 
imagined profligacy of the other,— 
* Untouched !' I repeated, taking the 
notes, and in a world abounding with 
want and wretchedneſs !—in a world 
where diſtreſs modeſtly hides its dejected 
head till the burſtings of calamity claim, 


with beſeeching prayers, the benevolence 


of the public, the commiſeration of the 
- individual 


FIX 9 _ - —_—_— os D_ 
Pr 


0 
9 
—— — ä — Vat — — —— — — . 
8 83 © SW» -—» ow wr * n n 
— 2 


4 


rn TEC D SST 


TVS => 3 2 — ow — 


Coy 


_ WV pres I A Gr - hon r pp arg 81 3 


* r 


138 EDWARDINA. 


individual —ſhould hundreds remain un. 
touched Poor and pitiful | Learn tha 
not to uſe the bounties conferred by 
Heaven, is to abuſe its gracious benefits: 
— theſe then I retake ; ſuppoſe them in 


your pocket, and theyare ſo.—And non, 

Orlando, your account.“ He bowed, 

appeared confuſed, yet not guilty. 
* Your account, Sir. 


© I have none. 


None! I inſiſt on it.. 


«© Qi 
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* On your peril I command you to 
declare how you have ſquandered the 
money. How dare the clamours of the 
honeſt tradeſman reach my ear? 


Ho their complaints have reached 
your Lordſhip I am yet to learn, he 
replied : © I have never rejected their 
applications, for to me they never made 
them,” 


© Moſt ſtrange indeed l ſaid I, doubt- 
ingly ; but the money? 


'* Your Lordſhip muſt excuſe me 
being more explicit: duty, with a 
powerful voice indeed, commands me 

-\- 2 
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to relate particulars ;—modeſt, ſuffer- 
ing friendſhip, with a ſacred and pre- 
vailing filence binds my ſoul to ſecrecy.” 


Paare you, young Sir, refiſt me?“ 


| « 1] dare, my Lord, be firm and in 
that firmneſs, left I ſhould more offend, 
I leave my father's preſence.” 


« Before my irritated feelings allowed 
me power to detain him, he had quitted 
the room, My eye accidentally glanced 
on his brother; a malign pleaſure ſhone 
in his eyes—he "triumphed in the miſ- - 
conduct of Orlando: I deſpiſed his 
ſentiments, and . ordered him to leave 
my 
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my preſence. He haſtened to his 
mother, to whom he repeated all with - | 
much acrimony and ſome falſehood. 


« She exulted in the obſtinate per- 
ſeverance of Orlando, bade me contem- 
plate my favorite, and doubted not but 
what ſome courtezan could give me the 
account he fo dutifully denied me. Diſ- 'l 
treſſed and diſappointed I paſſed the | 
ſucceeding day. The following morn- | 
ing I was ſummoned to her Ladyſhip's 
dreſſing- room; a malignant joy ſparkled 
in her eyes, yet anger inflamed her viſage, 
and ſhook her agitated frame. 


© 1,” ſhe cried, almoſt ſuffocated with 
+ | her 


her emotions, I can give you the deſired 
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account :—your dutiful, virtuous fon 
gave all the money to my very faultleſs 
ſiſter, another favorite of your's— 
liberated Horace from 'priſon—ſupports 
them all—and in defiance, without your 
permiſſion, even without your know- 
ledge, is on the point of marriage with 
the defigning, baby-faced Edwardina— 
another favorite of your's. He implores 
her hand as a reward for all ;—it is 


arranged, ſettled; all will be over before 


you are conſulted, and then they will 
laugh and exult in the ſucceſs of their 
cunning, and our credulity. ; 


I was calm, liſtened, yet doubred ; 


, | and 
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and when ſhe ceaſed for want of breath, 
quietly demanded her authority. 


2 7 She rung the bell, and ordered 
Arundle's valet to attend. 


j 
' 


© 2s appeared, and, though with fear 
and trembling, confirmed her Ladyſhip's 
intelligence, and added that his maſter 
viited Mrs. Auckland every day, and to 
his certain knowledge ſhe infiſted nothing 
ſhould be revealed to Lord and Lady 


| Haverland till the marriage was con- 
cluded. | 


* I heard him, yet ſuſpected the 
authenticity of his information, and 


dumiſſing 
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diſmiſſing the fellow, endeavoured to 
reaſon Lady Haverland into ſome degree 
of compoſure ; but every effort to 
pacify her, or calm her turbulent paſſions, 
was vain. I attempted to convince her 
that the ſharpened pang of diſtreſs, the 
bitterneſs of want, might impel even the 
gentle and generous ſpirit to that which 
in more eaſy, proſperous moments it 
would ſhudder only to imagine; but her 
violence exceeded the tempeſt in its 


rage, and ſhe ſeverely vowed to never 


more behold her baſe, deſigning ſiſter, or 
yield her the leaſt aſſiſtance, were ſhe 
with all her family reduced to pore a 


morſel of bread. 


| cc My 
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cc My own nature, though abuſed, 


deceived, and offended, Rill revolted from 


ſuch inhuman reſolves; and though I 
could no longer eſteem and cheriſh, I 
determined to ſee you all once more, 
better your condition, and bid you fare- 
wel for ever; and if Orlando and 
Edwardina choſe to marry, to neither 
approve nor interdict the union. 


#- 


8 Occupied with theſe reflections, I 
quitted the preſence of Lady Haverland, 
and ſpent the remainder of the day in 
ſolitude. Next morning I ſent for the 
valet, and diſpaſſionately re-examined g 
him; he varied but little in his account, 
and added numerous particulars, which 
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convinced me alike of your diſtreſſes 
and Orlando's goodneſs. At length it 
occurred to my perplexed mind to 
demand what inſtigated him to betray 
the ſecrets of his maſter to Lady 
Haverland and his brother. The inter- 
rogation ſeemed to confound him; he 
ſtood as if transfixed, and while tears 
of blended ſhame and anger ruſhed down 
his cheeks, he replied— 


I am puniſhed, my Lord,—yes, my 
perfidy is puniſhed ; I cannot recal my 
baſeneſs —cannot retract what I have 
advanced; yet ſorely I repent having 
wronged and offended ſuch a maſter, to 
promote the purpoſes, and fatisfy the 


vengeance . 
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vengeance of one as mean and abject 
as my wretched ſelf.” 


*:To whom do your accuſations 
point? I demanded, . 


I fear almoſt to inform your Lord- 
ſhip. You muſt ſuppoſe revenge my 
motive, — perhaps in part it may be; yet 
if I know my heart at all, ſome better 
principle is blended with it.. 


* Your alluſions and comments only 


tend to perplex ; be more explanatory. 


Who tempted your fidelity?“ 


I fear to tell your Lordſhip. 
3 © Thoſe 
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© Thoſe who have the bank to act 
wrong may be bold enough to own it. 
E Proceed.“ 


In a tremulous voice he continued 
— My maſter's viſits and intimacy with 
Mrs, Auckland's family were unknown 
to Mr. Haverland till within theſe few 
nights, when they accidentally met on 
that lady's ſtairs. I knew Mr. Haverland 
courted Miſs Auckland, but never pre- 
ſumed to mention it to my maſter. The 
fame night, when it was late, he came to 
my maſter's apartment f what paſſed 
between them I know not, but Mr. Haver- 
land foon departed. Trembling with 
paſſion, andvowing vengeance, he deſired 


me 
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me to attend him; and I followed to his 


room, when he informed me it was in 


my power to avert the ruin of his 


brother, and bind him my friend for 
ever. 


| Though gratified with the con- 


ſequence his - familiarity gave, I yet 


replied as became my ſtation. 


With well-directed flattery to my 
underſtanding, and the moſt ſolemn pro- 
teſtations that he would preſent me two 
hundred pounds as an earneſt of his 
liberal intentions, he tempted me to 
betray all I knew of my maſter's affairs 


i relative to Mr. and Miſs Auckland. 


H 3 I knew, 
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* I knew, indeed, the whole, and 
without reſerve communicated that 
whole to him ; he next engaged me to 


attend him to Lady Haverland, and 
repeat my intelligence. 


* The firſt ſtep to wrong 1s the moſt 
difficult; I now heſitated little ; the pro- 
miſed gold floated on my imagination, 
and J yielded almoſt inſtant obedience to 

his deſire, | 


Next morning, in reſpectful terms, 
I ventured to claim the reward of my 
treachery. 

< I was not, my Lord, bred a villain; 
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my heart note me for what J had done 
when I beheld the ſtorm my perfidy had 
gathered on the head of Mr. Arundle. 


es 1 ſeeds of good and evil are ſurely 
ſcattered in every human breaſt: my 
ſhaken integrity almoſt revolted from 


accepting the price of my wickedneſs 


even while I claimed it; yet my avarice 


could not determine to reje& it; and 


confeſs my vileneſs to an injured maſter ; 


but while virtue and vice contended in 


my oppoſing conſcience, Mr. Haverland 


turned the balance, and ſettled the diſ- 
pute. 


5 'T o perditton with thy arrogant 


H 4. pretenſions!“ 
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pretenſions * faid he, with contemptuous 
fury; U allow them not, reject, deny 
them, unleſs thy curſed head can fabri- 


' - * cate ſome tale to everlaſtingly divide 


Orlando from Miſs Auckland ;—accom- 
pliſh this, thou neceſſary implement of 


love and vengeance, and I will double, 


_ « treble thy demands; if not, get hence, 


nor longer interrupt my meditations !' 


© I cannot deſcribe to your Lordſhip 
the ſentiment that took poſſeſſion of my 
| ſoul at the moment ; it was fearful, for 

had I ſtaid an inſtant longer, paſſion 
would have tranſported me beyond the 
reach of repentance : I think I ſhould 
have murdered him; but I ruſhed away, 
and 
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and falling at the feet of my dear, 


wronged maſter, confeſſed my black 


tranſgreſſions. 


He appeared both ſhocked and 
aſtoniſhed at my confeſſions, granted 
forgiveneſs to my remorſe, but faid, as 
confidence was deſtroyed, and fidelity 


broken, we muſt ſeparate; adding, You | 


have done me perhaps an irreparable 
injury; but no more—reproach ſhould 
never accompany puniſhment, therefore, 
Brunton, I wiſh you well; be more 
upright in future, and take time to pro- 
vide yourſelf a better maſter. 


The bitterneſs of my feelings over- 
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whelmed me, and I ſobbed like an infant, 
His generous, noble heart, was affected 
by my condition; he would have offered 
conſolation; he approached me, but 
recollection forbade him to upraiſe the 
ſtinging viper, and with ſilent pity he 
left me to repent my wickedneſs. 


Arabella, my ſaddened ſpirit, my ex- 
hauſted pen demand the intermiſſion of 


this dreary hour, when I hope to fink in 


the oblivious repoſe of wearied nature. 
Ah Sleep! thou ſweet reſtorer, ſeal theſe 
heavy eyes in thy forgetful calm, and 
bleſs my ſlumbers with ſome peaceful 
dream — Good night, ſweet friend! 
kind angels watch thy pillow, and cheer 

| thy 


gum_ = 
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thy morning with returning joy Such 
is the prayer of thy poor | 
| Edwardina, 


ö 


In Continuation, 


I reſume the pen, beloved Arabella, 
and in Lord Haverland's words proceed 


in the lengthened detail. 


& I now diſmiſſed the valet,” conti- 


nued his Lordſhip, © telling him, when I 


had arranged the complicated affairs of 
my family, I might think on his con- 
dition, as there was ſomething to com- 
miſerate as well as much to condemn. 


H 6 6% And 
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And now, my dear Mrs. Auckland, 
and you, my amiable young relative,” 
added his Lordſhip, ** I beſeech you to 


believe that my mind is ſuperior to the 


narrow prejudices of the world; a nobler 
ſyſtem than chilling prudence is the 
ſtandard of my actions, and the guide of 
my opinions. | 


« That your fortunes were reduced, 
diminiſhed not my eſteem : I ſhould 
triumph inſuchadaughter as Edwardina; 
and while I would have done every thing 


conſiſtent with honor and propriety to 


accompliſh fo deſirable a purpoſe, I 
lamented: that thoſe I believed ſuperior 


to art and deception ſhould have deſcended 


3 
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to indirect and ſiniſter means to promote 
an event, even though it was the deareſt 
wiſh of my own ſoul. 


« My arguments with Lady Haverland 
were of no effect; my mind was diſap- 
pointed, and my ſpirits irritated ; my 
judgment humbled, and my friendſhip 
diſregarded ; and all this was done by 
a family I loved. I vielded to my reſent- 
ment, reſolved to confront you, provide 
for Horace, and, if poſſible, never more 
become the dupe of pretended goodneſs. 
Even in my ſons I found no pleaſure ;— 
the one I knew to be diflimulative, 
ſordid, and revengeful ; the other, to 


whoſe keeping I could have entruſted 
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the deareſt ſecrets of my heart, had 
ſpurned my affection, ſet my will at 
defiance, and deceived the confidence I 
placed in his apparent truth and good- 
neſs. Them I alfo determined to ſee, 
and wound where 'moſt vulnerable ; I 
meant to reſign all power over Orlando, 
and ſubje& his brother to that authority 
I ſhall relinquiſh only with my exiſtence. 


] had commanded their attendance 
this morning, ſuppoſing .our buſineſs 
would have been over before your arri- 
val;—happily, I hope, it was lengthened 
till this auſpicious hour, in which, con- 


vinced of your integrity and honor, I can 


only fay there is nothing in the power 
of 
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of my affection or intereſt that either 
or all may not command. From this 
moment I conſider Horace the friend 
and brother of Orlando for you, ami- 
able Miſs Auckland, I reverence your 
virtues and delicacy too much to diſcloſe 
my wiſhes in the hee of this preſence; 
—ſenſe and penetration like your's, 
under the guidance of ſuch a mother, 
will direct you how to ſteer, and any 
counſel of mine would be officious and 


unneceſſary. 


His Lordſhip had ſcarcely finiſhed, 
when Mr. Haverland, proudly indig- 
nant, quitted the room. He was no 
longer prevented; his abſence ſeemed to 


give 
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give a Gain to the whole, and Orlando | 
and Horace embraced each other in 
ſpeechleſs pleaſure, while, with modeſt 
compoſure, my mother expreſſed her 


ſatisfaction that ſhe no longer lay under 
.Imputations which her nature diſdained. 


\ 


My uncle left us for a few minutes 
to acquaint her Ladyſhip with his diſ- 
coveries, and reſtore a ſiſter to her good 
opinion ; but he ſucceeded not, for on 
his return he was under the painful 
neceſlity of confeſſing ſhe ated the part 
of a diſappointed woman, declaring her 
reſentment thould ever (purſue us, and 
that ſhe believed all he told her a fabri- 
cated tale, to impoſe upon her, and 

| vowed 
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vowed to bear relentleſs enmity for life, 
and never more behold us. 


« I am not, my friends,” continued 
his Lordſhip, while generous tears ſwell- 
ed his expreſſive eyes, *] am not ſuf- 
ficiently maſter of my own houſe to 
render it comfortable to you, nor ſhould 
you be ſubjected to the indignation of an 
unreaſonable, imperious ſiſter ; but I am 
maſter of my own time and actions, and, 
with permiſſion, will attend you home, 
and be your daily gueſt until arrange- 
ments are made becoming your merit 

and condition.” 


LY 


My mother acceded to all his Lord- 
ſhip 


1 
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ſhip wiſhed; a carriage was inſtantly - 
ordered, when ſome of us in harmony 
of heart,, and high in hope and bleſſed 
expectation—andothers with fear, doubt, 
agitation, and conflictive thought, reach- 
ed our lodgings, and the day paſſed— 
deareſt Arabella, it did paſs! I had never 
ſeen Lord Haverland ſo gay—my mother 
for a long time ſo fatisfied ; Horace was 
amiably cheerful, and attentive to all ; 
Arundle was what he has ever been; 


and J am ſtill your Edwardina. 


Poor Heverlind'! to what has wild, 
perſiſtive paſſion expoſed, thee ? To 
thy father's diſpleaſure, thy relations' 


contempt, 
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contempt, and—and the unavailing 
pity of the ſorrowing vn 
Edwardina Auckland. 1 


* 
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LETTER XIII. 


From the fame to the ſame. 


TuE ſmile 00 tranquillity once again 
irradiates the pale features of my ineſti- 
mable mother; the no longer dreads the 
bitterneſs of poverty the extremity of 
| Want. 
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want. The generous Lord Haverland has 
quieted her fears, huſhed her forebodings, 
andreſtored her tothe bleſſings of humble 
content.—** I ſhall now behold my Ed- 
wardina ſerene,“ ſays the beloved woman; 
I ſhall ſee my Horace in the line of 
promotion; I ſhall rear my little cherubs, 
and teach them to love and reverence 
the noble heart that confers the mighty 
benefits.” —Yes, ſweet friend of my 
every thought, Lord Haverland is indeed 
a character that gives real importance to 
nobility, and dignifies human nature ; 
with benevolence beaming in his eyes, 
and the generous purpoſe glowing in his 
boſom, he yeſterday, with the eaſy, 
happy freedom of a brother, ſeated 
himſelf 
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himſelf on the ſofa, and taking my | f 
mother's hands, preſented a paper which 
inveſted her with three hundred pounds 
fer annum during her life. When ſhe q 
could ſpeak, ſhe would have declined 3 
the half ; and in the fervor of gratitude 4 
blefſed him for his noble charity. He 1 
kindly prevented all acknowledgments. 
Cc Deareſt Madam, he cried, dis- 
treſs me not by another word; before 1 
malevolence had injured you by ſuſpi- 1 
cion, this poor paper was the anticipated 
offering at the ſhrine of unmerited miſ- 
fortune. Conſider me your brother 
—your friend, and friendſhip knows no 
obligation ; I only anſwer the claims of 
Nature, and diſcharge the demands 

forrow 
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ſorrow has on me; and in reward Heaven 
bleſſes me with the acquaintance of 
goodneſs like your's: Iam happy — gra- 
tified by that privilege ; and though I 
lament the occaſion, ſhall ever be grate- 
ful for the conſequence. In regard to 
Horace,” continued his Lordſhip, © he 
bears a commiſſion in the ſame Regi- 

ment with Arundle ; I would do ſome- 
thing more, for an Enſign's pay is no 
great independence; but I muſt not 
anticipate the deſigns of our modern 
Pylades, but ſuffer him to purſue his 


wiſhes uninterru pted. © 


It ſeems Mr. Haverland boldly ſets 
duty and his mother at defiance, telling 
her 
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her her wiſhes muſt ſubmit to his 
jnclinations reſpecting me, declaring, 
with unprincipled fury, that he will loſe 
his ſoul but one way or other he will 


obtain me. 


He has made propoſals to my mother 
in a letter received this morning ;—to 


her his ſtyle is reſpectful, to me impaſ— 
foned, but he feels a ſuperiority, and 
would have me feel it ;—the modeſt 
doubts, the timid fears of chaſtened love 


are no where to be ſeen—he is yet to 


know there is ſomething wanting to 


ſecure a ſoft. intereſt in the virtuous 
heart, 


Ah 
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Ah Haverland! hadſt thou but taught 
me to eſteem thee, I ſoon had learned a 


ſofter leſſon ! 


His letter was preſented to Lord 
Haverland for his peruſal. 


* Your virtues, my dear Edwardina,” 
ſaid he, returning it, © deſerve a happier 
fate, yet, if not irreclaimable, you might 


effect ſome reformation in his conduct; 


but you have a better' monitor within 
yourſelf: you have my ſanction - my 
blefling is alſo your's ; I would love you 
as a daughter—you may call me father, 


and yet be happier than if a Haverland.” 


I could 
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1 could not miſunderſtand him; I 
preſſed his hand to my lips, and in filence 
retired from his preſence. I gave the 
night to meditation and reflection, and 
implored unerring counſel from the 
Moſt High. Iu 


Reaſon, unimpaſſioned reafon tri- 
umps over a partial inclination ; each 
ſofter ſentiment ſabſides; the illuſions of 
a ferv:d fancy are no more, and the 
embers of dawning regard are offered on 
the altar of ne 


It is decided Haverland is rejected; 
with reſpect, yet in terms firm and 
determined, in the name of my mother, 

VOL, I. CY Horace 


— — 
% 
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Horace wrote—that, from principle and 


voluntary choice, I declined the honor of 


his alliance, and aſſured him he could 
offer no ſincerer teſtimony of regard 
than to deſiſt from an importunity that 
only would ſtrengthen certain ſentiments, 
and weaken the reſpect due to Lord 
Haverland's ſon * Mrs. Auckland's 
nephew. 


My heart now feels as if relieved 
from an oppreſſive weight; my ſpirits 
are ſerene; J have the delicate appro- 
bation of ſilent pleaſure ſpringing in 
every eye; I am conſcious of having 
acted right, and in that conſciouſneſs 
feel my triumph. 


"i 


The 


le 
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The looks, the demeanor of Arundle 


reverence my deciſion: yet no ſelfiſh 
exultation appears; his virtues, his 


generoſity, and diſintereſted affection have 
united to ſecure him a verdict from my 


heart which all the flaſhes of unreſpect- 


ing love can never ſhake ;—Eſteem will 
bold her empire, and Worth aſſert its 
modeſt rights, when the gaieties of 


emboldened wit, and the paſſing meteors 


of unhallowed paſſion will fade in the 
eye of Reaſon, and be no more in the 
heart of Virtue. I am not perſuaded, I 
am not even importuned; Nature pur- 


ſues her eaſy path unbiaſſed in my artleſs 


breaſt, and let the parent and the lover 
learn, that when genuine merit makes 


1 pretenſion, 
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| pretenſion, that is the ſureſt method to 

ſucceed. — — — 5 3 

Arabella, ' my own Arabella, yet a 
little while, and I ſhall fee thee, hear 

thy ſweet conſoling voice, view thy 

mild approving eye, and be folded to thy 


congenial boſom, ' 


My dear mother has at length come 
to the determination to reviſit the 
Cambrian hills, and' breathe the purer 
ether of her native ſoil. I anticipate 


the pleaſure I ſhall feel in contemplating 
the ſons and daughters of uncontami- 
nated Nature, for I am ill-formed for 

mn the 
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the toils and turmoils of faſhionable 
life —in the wilds of Cardiganſhire I 
can purſue the ſimple plan ſuited to my 
unambitious mind; there I can riſe 
unnoticed, and, unridiculed, view the 
brightening glories. of the riſing ſun, 
and watch the milder. radiance of its 
deepening decline. 


There, remote from folly, free and 
unreſtricted. by the forms-. impoſed 
by cuſtom, . we- ſhall: live unknowing 
and unknown, till the Great Almighty 
effects ſome change at preſent unfore- 
ſeen by your Edwardina. Oh! could 
you cheer our ſolitude, gladden our 
hearts with your endearing ſociety, the 
ROT 1 world 


my EDWARDINA, 

world and all its boaſted © pleaſures 
would be unenvied by my fatisfied 
heart. There we ſhould converſe, there 
we ſhould pray for Horace, there ſuſtain 
and enliven the evenin gof my mother's 
days, inſtruct my gentle ſiſters, ſometimes 
approve | the virtuous Arundle, and 
ſometimes pity the poor erring. Haver- 
land. - 


But whither roves i my excurſive 
fancy? Would I devote thee, blooming 
in lovelineſs and worth, the delight 
of thy friends, the admiration of the 
world, and rich itt the gifts of Fortune 
— would I devote thee; thus adorned, 
cateſſed, and bleſſed, to the joyleſs 
N ſecluſion 
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ſecluſion family misfortunes and depend- 
ance have reduced me? Ah no! my 
charming friend, live till our Horace 
deſerves and claims thy precious hand, in 
that ſphere better becoming thy condi- 
tion ;—ſtay, and by thy virtues and 
diffuſive goodneſs, irradiate the brighter 
ſcene, be happy as innocence can make 
thee, yet never forget thy faithful and 
affectionate 


Edwardina Auckland, 
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LETTER XIV. 


| From the ſame to the ſame. 

I TREMBLE, my Arabella, in a whit 
of agitation ; only eight little days have 
to elapſe, and I ſhall ſeparate from the 
firſt and fondeſt of brothers. The 
regiment is ordered-to the Weſt Indies, 
and Arundle and he are defired to join 
immediately, | 

| +1 A ſudden. 
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A ſudden and uncommon melancholy 
pervades my aching heart, thought 
recedes from the ſeparation, and the 
retreating ſpirit anticipates the evils of 
futurity ; yet let not the ſaddening gloom 
reach thee, nor impreſs thy gentle boſom 
with one unquiet thought. My appre-- 
henſions may ariſe from weakened ſpi- 
rits, and diſſolve like the darkening 
vapours of a wintry ſky. Arundle an- 
nounced the unwelcome intelligence to 
me. Horace had atteaded his mother 
to the city, to make ſome enquiries re= 
ſpecting a furniſhed cottage twelve miles 
from ——, in Cardiganſhire, which, 


from the deſcription, will every way 


anſwer our purpoſe, 


15 He 
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He entered the room rather abruptly, 
and, in a tremulous voice, enquired for 
Horace. His agitation was not unobſery. 
ed]; I caughttheſadcontagion, and while 
a tear, which no effort could reſtrain, 
ſtole down my cheek, entreated to know 


what he had to' communicate to him. 


Madam,“ he replied, in melan- 
choly accents, * the tidings may to him 
be unwelcome; a mutual ſentiment 
inſpires a kindred boſom, and bids him 
live to all the joys of life and love my 
exiſtence joyleſs, hopeleſs to myſelf, 
unintereſting, unapproved by the only 
heartT fondly wiſhed to gain, I court the 
coming danger, and this is the /2/? time 

I ſhall 
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[ ſhall ever provoke your diſpleaſure by 
the avowal of a ſentiment that muſt 
animate my comfortleſs boſom tall it 
: ceaſes to beat for ever then, beloved 


» 


Edwardina, you will——' 


I was burſting with forrow—my heart 
was ſoftened ;—methought he never 
looked ſo intereſting, ſo amiable all his 
| virtues crowded on my memory; I 
caught a ſpark from his generous affec- 
tion, and burſting into a tender paſſion of 


tears, I interrupted him.— 


* Then,” cried I, with tender energy, 
© then will Edwardina be a wretch for 


ever!“ 


1 6 A mo- 
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A momentary joy ſparkled in his eyes 

his every feature beamed ineffable 
delight; he ſunk tranſported on his 
knees, and in expreſſive filence kiſſed 
my trembling hands with . chaſtened 
_ rapture. 


«© Riſe, amiable Arundle,” I added, 
«.your worth, your virtues claim my 
deareſt approbation ;—your generous, 


unobtruſive regard ſecures you all my 


affection can offer. I will not diſown 
that an erring fancy for a time preferred 
your brother ; I eſteemed him for virtues 
only exiſting in my own partial imagi- 
nation; that enchantment diſſolved by 
himſelf, reaſon and gratitude led me to 

1 cContemplate 
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contemplate your ſuperior excellence. 
I know it—feel it; and if the tender, 
faithful attachment of Edwardina can 
reward it, her willing hand is your's when 


you return.“ 1 ha 


I cannot, Arabella, repeat half that 
paſſed; his vows of everlaſting truth, 
honor, and affection were fervid and 
ſincere. He ventured to urge an imme 
diate union; but J entreated his forbear- 
ance, and with ſeriouſneſs hoped neither 
his nor my attachment could be endan- 
gered by the delay; if it admitted of 
change or diminution by that ſhort pro- 
bation—“ happier,” I faid, „never 


e 
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to be formed, far leſs bound in fetters 
never to be broken !” 


The return of my mother and Horace 
prevented further converſation :—the 
regiment, the voyage, all ſeemed forgot- 
ten by the tranſported Arundle. He 
repeated not the mandate he had received, 
but in accents, almoſt unintelligible from 
the tumults of his joy, announced my 
decree in his favour. My excellent 
mother bleſſed us with pious fervor, and 
added ſhe had always been ſecure in the 
aſſurance that her Edwardina's under- 
ſtanding woul at laſt lead her to 
l happineſs and honor in the boſom of 
|  fanQtified love. | 


Horace 
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Horace joined our hands, and would 


have ſaid he rejoiced in our felicity, | 


but that his pale, agitated countenance 


proclaimed the painful truth, that at the 


moment joy was an inadmiſſible gueſt 


in his boſom. 


1. Your appearance, my dear brother,” 
fad J, © tells me you have heard the | 


news. 


c The news, Edwardina,” repeated 
he with a look of enquiry, „I have 


indeed ;—my poor Arabella! if I can 
but fee her before it reaches her know- 


ledge ——"" 


& You 
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;7** You. ſurely can, interrupted TI; 
te but why doubt her fortitude under 
trials to be expected ?—You had her 
approbation.” 


He gazed at me as if bewildered ; 
but ſuddenly ſeemed to recollect, and 
aſked what I had heard. 


«© Why ſurely you are wild, Horace; 
did not you ſay you had heard the 
regiment was ordered to the Welt Indies, 
and withed you might reach Arabella 
before the heard it?“ | 


« Oh yes! the regiment: —True, I 
know ;—aye, it is going ;—well, I ſhall 
- ſee 
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ſe her firſt ;—excuſe my incoherence, 
but it was ſo ſudden,—Poor Arabella!“ 


My deareſt friend—ſiſter of my heart, 
ſuſtain yourſelf ; a kindred mind, a con- 
genial ſpirit—your Horace himſelf 
| fears your gentleneſs will ſuffer from his 
departure. Oh my ſiſter ! in all—in 
every thing, you will ſee him—he will be 
the bearer of this. Oh depreſs him not 
with the fondneſs of apprehenſion ! Be, 
my beloved friend, what Nature has 
formed you—a heroine; be ſafe, be 
ſecure in your own excellence; be con- 
fident in the care and guardianſhip of an 
ever watchful Providence. I reaſon— 
| argue, 
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| argue, yet all is commotion within ; 1 
ſtand on the brink of hat Beſt 


of Beings! Protector of the good, 
ſuſtain and direct us! Write inſtantly 


to your 
Edwardina Auckland. 


LETTER 
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\ LETTER XV, e 


A Cranbourn to Edwardina 
| Auckland. 


CoNcklvk my tranſport! Words 
cannot deſcribe the exquilite delight of 
my feelings on the appearance of your 
brother; is it my fond, admiring fancy, 
or is he not improved in form and feature 
lince I aw him? His mind admits not 
\ 2 5 | of 
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of improvement, for there, enthroned, 
honor, truth, and tenderneſs hold united 
empire | _ | 


Ves, my deareſt Edwardina, my heart 
trembles for his ſafety, ſhrinks from the 


impending danger which unavoidably 
| awaits his dauntleſs ſteps ; but he has a 
guardian that forſakes not his charge, 


and while worth, excellence, and moral 


beauty can claim the gracious care, my 


confidence cannot ſhaæe. 


— 2 7 a ! . 
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4 — 0 wearied him with. enquiries 
about you, my amiable mother elect, and 


all to whom you. are dear. I reverence 


9 — * 
— — — — — —2 — - 
— —— — — — 


Lord Haverland, love your Arundle, any 
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with you pity the erring Haverland; 
however, think not of him more, my 
friend, but turn thine eyes where good- 
neſs and felicity court thy acceptance. 


I rejoice in the expectation of em- 
bracing you within a few days, and 
anticipate the happieſt conſequences to 
your mother's health and ſpirits from 
the intended excurſion to Cardiganſhire. 
Methiaks I ſee you, Edwardina, 
4% Arcadia, compoſing paſtorals under 
ſome ſpreading oak or drooping willow, de- 
ſpiling the gaieties of life, contemning tlie 
follies of faſhion, and, with the demure- 
neſs of a recluſe, preaching up the advan- 


tages of retiring from a naughty world; 


when, 
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when, behold ! the conquering Arundle, 
with allhis ** bluſhing honors thick upon 
him, breaks in upon your ſolitude, 
demoliſhes your ſober plan, kicks poor 
gravity and poetics out of doors, and 
leads you, nothing loth, to. church—and 
here elle ?—why only to ſociety 
again, my pretty one. You will bear with 
my badinage, for I am in ſuch harmony of 
ſpirit, ſuch happineſs of heart, that ! 
tread in air, and ſend preſage, preſen- 
timent, and all the race of blue devils to 
the gloomy regions from whence they 
| ſpring. 


MWMWWere you an Empreſs, I ſhould 
now leave you. Horace demands me 
f AS 


9 
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in an evening ramble, fo adieu pour le- 


preſent. 


II Continuation. 


Never more, my ſweeteſt Edwardina, 


can you receive a letter from the hand of 

Arabella Cranbourn, I know, in the 

. ſpirit of affection, you ſtart, and ſhrink 

5 affrighted at the fearful declaration; but 

{ ſuſpend each apprehenſion, baniſh each 
uneaſy thought, and learn I am now 
your ſiſter, the daughter of your mother, 

d oP choſen of your brother, 


—— ot -———— 
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This morning I reſigned each future 
hope, reſigned myſelf to the dear keep. 
ing of the generous Horace; — ſanctified 


our guiltleſs affection by marriage vows, 


and praying your continued love, and 


your parent's bleſſing, ſubſcribe myſelf 


the happy 
Arabella Auckland, 


Edwardina, what have I done | My 
fatal love has ruined him I would have 
died to ſave ; I have cruſhed his hopes, 
blaſted eyery expectation | of his youth, 
given a beggared wretch to his arms, 


and to myſelf a life of pining 


remorſe 
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remorſe. Why did he deceive me to 
his own deſtruction—why love me to 
his ruin? He kneels before me, im- 
plores forgiveneſs for the only deception 
he can ever practiſe on my gentle nature, 
vows everlaſting tenderneſs through 
ſickneſs, want, wretchedneſs, death 
itſelf. Alas! alas! too generous, too 
precipitate Horace, the ſoftneſs of love 
ill ſuſtains the ſtorms of bleak diſtreſs ; 
too oft the tender plant withers in the 
boſom, chilled by diſappointment, and 
frozen by penuy :/ — — — — 
Yet I feel I could follow him, watch 
him, ſerve. him, love him through a 
world of ſorrow, bleſs him in agony, 
worſhip him in death. 

Wr We 
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We by nature are more fond than 
conſtant. But what would 1 ſay—is 
it Horace Auckland that my ſinking 
heart or daring pen would doubt? 
No, no, my life, my huſband ! frown 
not on Arabella for her cauſeleſs fears, 
her tender apprehenſions thou art good 
and gracious, kind and benignant to her 
weakneſs, and will never reproach her 
for involuntary wrongs. 


I told you I accepted his invitation to 

_ walk ; and hanging fondly on his ſup- 
By porting arm, liſtened to the muſic of 
his voice. How 'enchanting were the 
ſcenes he anticipated of futurity ! how 
ſweetly he deſcribed the bleſſings— the 


ſerenity 
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ſerenity of domeſtic life, when retired 
from the glorious pageantry of high 
ſounding war! 


I go,“ faid he, happy indeed in 


my Arabella's love, ſecure in her appro- 
bation, but Oh! how doubly bleſſed 
could the make me! 


He pauſed. My eyes made fond 
enquiry for his meaning. 


« I doubt not, precious girl, your 
ſtability, your conſtancy ; yet could I 
call you, know you mine, my own, my 
wife, my wedded 'blefling, beyond the 
power of envious deſtiny to diſunite us, 

| K 2 the 
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the ſoul of Horace would rejoice in a 
ſecurity never taſted before | Deny not 
then, my Arabella, the ſoft, the ardent 


wiſhes of your Horace ; let marriage 


ſanctify our mutual love, and if a life of 
tenderneſs can recompenſe your conde- 


ſcending acquieſcence, Arabella will never 


know the ſorrow of a moment.“ 


Weak was my denial, faint my reſiſt- 
ance—maiden delicacy made all l 


offered, His grateful tranſports knew 


no bounds ; and next morning, attended 


by my aunt and couſins, I yielded all! 


had to give, a willing hand, at the altar, 


The day paſſed with ſerene happineſs; 
I felt 
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I felt no anxious caſting up of what 
might be; ſafe in his beloved care, his 
legal protection, my too ſecure ſpirit 
bade defiance to relentleſs fate, nor felt 
foreboding alarm. | 


My aunt's infirm ſtate, and her excef- 
five fondneſs would have made it black 
ingratitude to quit her kindly care till 
ſhe left Bath; elſe with my Horace I had 
haſtened to the feet of your mother 
and my mother, and received that bleſ- 
ſing I ſtill hope to receive ;—as it was, 
| preſented him my ſecurities on Meſſrs. 
Burnaby and Co. for my fortune, and 
innocently added, I would draw on his 
agent for what I might want during his 
K 3 abſence. 


* 
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abſence. He took the papers from my 
hand, looked with tenderneſs in my face, 
and claſped me to his faithful boſom. 


felt it beat tumultuous; an inexpli- 


cable meaning pervaded his countenance, 


and his eyes beamed with love unutter- 


able.—“ My Arabella, my joy, my 
wedded blefling!” faid he at length, 
« all grace and gratitude to the kind 


Supreme, that gives me in your faultleſs 


ſoul, and beauteous form, a treaſure in 


my eyes ineſtimable !' 


« May it never diminiſh in your 


> LL, | 


11811. 3 | 
accept theſe papers, for, with all our 
heroics, 


interrupted I, gaily; “ but till 
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heroics, they can procure five thouſand 
pretty things, which all our love and 
beauty will never have credit for. 


« Let us not, my lovely girl, waſte 
theſe few precious moments with a 
thought about it.” 


&« Horace,” interrupted I, rather im- 
patiently, ** why would you give me 
the trouble to manage theſe matters ?— 
The care of money is really an inſup- 


portable burden to me.“ 


Indeed!“ faid he, taking me to his 


boſom; © probably Mr. Burnaby had 
ſome ſuch thought, and anticipated 
K 4 your 
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your deſire to be diſburdened of the 
| charge.” 


. . * Horace, what do you mean?“ 


Mean, my love, that he transferred 
your thouſands to better keeping.” 


A dreadful ſomething now flaſhed 
acroſs my brain; horrid conviction ſtruck 
my heart; I ſtaggered, and think 1 ſaid, 
I feel my ruin, I have nothing! 


Have you not your Horace, a huſ- 
band to ſuſtain: your gentleneſs, adore 
your virtues, and, with all his little power 
commands, prevent your wiſhes? Mur- 


mur 
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mur not then, ſweet girl, but bleſs 
me with returning ſmiles ; I have every 
thing in you : think not leſs then of a 
man rich and bleſſed in the poſſeſſion of 
a matchleſs wife.” | 


His tender arguments ſoothed me to 
peace, for his preſence could cheer the 
bed of death itſelf ; but Oh! who will 
ſuſtain me in his abſence? who will 
ſoften the rude ſtorms of life, rendered 
more bleak by the chull blaſts of unex- | 
peed penury? Sure fome malignant 
planet ruled our births, and we are 
doomed the victims of pining poverty. 
Yet I'll look up ;—but Oh what form 
of prayer can ſerve my turn? 

| x5 Beloved 
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Beloved Edwardina ! only a few ſhort 
hours, and Horace leaves his Arabella, 
Melancholy chills -my circling blood, 
pale paints my cheek, and ſaddens every 
better hope. 


Oh make my duty and affection 
acceptable to my mother ! Precious 
woman! have I, who would by cares 
on earth, and prayers to heaven, have 
bleſſed the evening of her days, and 
giventoeach hopeafull fruition, blighted 
her expectations in a darling fon ? Were 
he what he might have been, I know 
her noble ſpirit would have little heeded 
: that I was unfortuned ; but as it is, Oh 

Edwardina ! plead my cauſe with thy 
8 'S: reſiſtleſs 
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 reſiſtleſs angel voice; love me yourſelf, 
and let my little favorites not forget me. 
My dear ſiſter Greville is expected here 
to-night with her huſband; I truſt the 
fatal loſs extends not to her. Sweet 
girl! how ſhe will ſuffer for her 
Arabella — Horace tears me from the 
pen. Adieu ! deareſt Edwardina ; write 
inſtantly, and give conſolation to your 
affectionate and dejected friend, 


Arabella a 


20 
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3 LETTER XVI. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


I WILL not, my Edwardina, becauſe 
indeed I cannot, deſcribe the pang which 


wrung my heart on ſeparation from my 
beloved Horace,—Be Heaven and all 


its watchful legions the guardians of thy 
life, and give it to poor Arabella to 


cheer and ſoften the moments of thy 
future fate ! 


Yes, 
3 
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Yes, ſweet Edwardina, thy mother's 
boſom ſhall be my peaceful refuge; there 
no ungenerous thought can find admiſ- 
ſion, there the pure ſoil can only nouriſh 
the plants of genuine friendſhip, unin- 
tereſted love, and ſocial joy. 


Alas! alas! how few attachments 
can ſuſtain the ſtormy blaſts of bleak 
adverſity! When the ſun of proſperity 
is obſcured by unexpected clouds, how 
few have generoſity to diſpel the gloom ! 


I am led into this melancholy train of 
reflections by the unkind, unnatural 
conduct of Mr. Greville ;—if I forget 
not, I told you he and my fiſter were 
expected here. ; 


They 


SY 
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They arrived in Bath on Thurſday, 
yet we ſaw them not till the Sunday 
evening, though I had called, and ſent 
| repeatedly. | 


My dear worthy aunt felt offended, 
and, better learned inthe prudent motives 
which govern the more ſordid of man- 
kind, with a benignant ſmile bade me be 
patient, nor grow weary of an old 
woman's company, for ſhe would ven- 
ture to lay me a cradle and a coral, that 
- Burnaby's excurſion had left her indiſ- 
puted guardian of my time for Greville, 
and that ſhe might hide me in the wilds 
of Devonſhire when ſhe liked. A 
novice in the world's ways, I compre- 
| hended 
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hended not her meaning; but was 
returning ſome trifling anſwer, when the 
ſervant announced Mr. and Mrs. 
Greville. I remembered nothing for 
the moment but the preſence of my 
ſiſter, and was inſtantly in her arms; 
but on looking in her mild features, was 
ſurpriſed and ſhocked to perceive the 
traces of tears,—** Mydearfiſter,” ſaid I, 


with rather a pretended gaiety, miſtaking 
the cauſe of her forrow, „my dear 


ſiſter, do you ſalute a bride, your Arabella, 
with ſuch a rueful countenance ? 
Greville, come and help me to chide the 
ſaucy, forrowful girl; ſhe is throwing 
thoſe precious drops after a few inſigni- 


ficant thouſands, when in Horace 
Auckland 
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Auckland I have acquired a million of 
bleſſings, which no wealth, no—nor 
worlds could purchaſe ; conceive the 
greatneſs, the generoſity of his conceal- 
ment till after he had made me his own!“ 


« Excellent reaſoning, Mrs. Auck- 
land,” interrupted he, wonderfully 
great and-generous, by my faith, to give 
a beggar to a beggar ;—your fine pom- 
pous profeſſions might ſound highly 
ſtrutting on the boards of an old barn, 
or decorating the paltry pages of a 
circulating library; but in the eye of 
common ſenſe and plain reaſon, they 
are nothing but ridiculous bombaſt, take 
my word for it; and when the day 
comes 
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comes that you fit at home in old ſhoes, 
mending his ſtockings before he can ga 


out in a morning, you will remember 


me, and ſay, ſingle wretchedneſs had 


been double bleſſedneſs. While there. 


was money on one ſide, why there was 
folly but on one fide; but now I can only 
be ſorry for you, for what with the 
dearneſs of proviſions, and the enormity 


33 


of the taxes, why- 


« Why,” interrupted I, ſupported 
by the ſpirit of indignation and contempt, 
though he was the huſband of my ſiſter, 
« why, Sir, you have enumerated ſo 


many evils, and attached them to me 


and my preſent condition, that I have 
ſcarce 
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ſcarce enough of my former ſelf remain- 
ing to aſſure you that, notwithſtanding 
the dearneſs of proviſions, and the enormity 
of the taxes, I ſhall never burden your 
compaſſion with my complaints, nor 


your charity with my wants!“ 


My ſiſter's ſobs were now audible. I 
claſped her in my arms—** My be- 
loved Rebecca, do not let me or my fate 
wring one drop from your ſoft eye, nor 
force one ſigh from your gentle heart. 
know you, feel your affection, and 
would repoſe on your bounty; let this, 
my friend my ſiſter, ſooth each uneaſy 
reflection when we are far apart. Your 
huſband's conduct is perfectly conſiſtent 

with 


\ 
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with the prudence of the age we live in, 

nor would I lead you into my erring 
path; ſubmiſſion to his will is your duty, 
and be comforted with the aſſurance 
that I am rich in friends :—TI have a 
maternal home in the boſom of Mrs, 
Auckland; I have the kindeſt refuge in 
the manſion of our excellent aunt; I 
have the moſt ſatisfied retirement within 
myſelf, and the ſecureſt ſanctuary in the 
arms of an all-pervading Providence!“ 


She looked unutterable things, but 
could articulate nothing; her huſband 
appeared confounded—ſome feeling 
between aſtoniſhment, and a with that 


he had not fo. precipitately given his 


ſentiments, 
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ſentiments, communicated a ſtrange 
confuſion to his every feature; and while 

| ſtammering fomething about his affec- 
tion, and the intereſt he took in my 
| welfare having forced him to be fevere in 
ſpeech, my aunt, in ironical accents, ſaid, 
among all the contention, ſhe began 
to fear her complaint would be unheard : 
—* It is againſt you, Mr. Greville,” ſhe 
continued; * you have ſorely diſap- 
pointed my vanity, for I had prepared a 
moſt eloquent and pathetic addreſs, 
thinking you would contend Hr the ſociety 
of Mrs. Auckland during the abſence of 
her huſband; and now behold my elo- 
quence is loſt, I triumph without a 
victory, for my opponent dares not enter 
o | the 


[ 
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the liſts. Nay, man, do not look fo 
filly, elſe I ſhall pity you ; and my pity, 
you know of old, has but a ſorry alliance. 
Arabella, I have now only to ſtorm the 


fortreſs of your mother's heart, and if I 
"conquer there, we ſhall haſte for the 


wilds of Tregelly.” 


My eyes offered her the tribute her 
goodneſs merited ; my lips reſerved their 
every tender effort to heal the wounded 
ſpirit of my amiable ſiſter. Sweet girl! 
ill- ſuited are thy meekneſs and generoſity 
to the ungentle parſimony of thy part- 
ner. She confeſſed in bitterneſs of 


heart, when we retired for a few mi- 


nutes, that ever ſince the news of 
Burnaby's 
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Burnaby's failure and elopement, ſhe - 
had, with all the energy of affection, 
been endeavouring to prevail on him to 
offer the continued protection of his 
houſe; but he ſternly refuſed, and com- 

manded her to trouble him no more. 


Oh gold !—Oh curſed gold ! how 
baneful is thy influence, how contraCting 
thy quality !—narrowing the foul, un- 
humanizing the heart, and adding a 
bitterneſs to the calamities of Fate! The 
love of thee, thou baleful ore, diſunites 
the fondeſt friendſhips, arms the father 
againſt the ſon— the ſon againſt the 
father, oft ſeparates hearts which ſym- 
pathy made one, and burſts the tendereſt 
ties of human bliſs aſunder. | 
| 'K Yet 
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Yet there are many who ſacrifice not 
to this mammon of unrighteouſneſs 
beſides your beloved family. Behold my 
reſpectable aunt, who, upon an income 
pitiful to ſupply the wiſhes of her liberal 
heart, with delicacy, with a method 
which endears and makes you feel as if 
you conferred, inſtead of received the 
obligation, offers her home, her heart, 
her purſe, while I will accept it yes, 
dear and amiable woman, I will take 
ſhelter beneath thy kindneſs until the 
roſes of returning health bloſſom on thy 
cheeks, will watch thy engaging prattlers, 
and by rearing their tender thoughts, 
offer ſome teſtimony of what I feel, 
though I can never repay. Theſe duties 


performed, 
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performed, I will fly with delighted 


| haſte to the boſom of my Edwardina, 


and devote my every hour to the dear 

employ of ſerening the evening of my 
| mother's days. Before I conclude, let 
me not omit to relate the generous offer 
of my dear fiſter.—* You know, my 
Arabella,” faid ſhe, the tears of aftec- 
tion trembling in her fine eyes, you 
know, independent of Mr. Greville, I 

can command two hundred pounds a 
year; if you do not claſs me in nature 
with himſelf, and include me in your 
reſentment, you will allow me to remit 


| + the half quarterly, and in the meantime, 


as my purſe is low, you will accept 
this caſket, and aſſure yourſelf, the 
| reflection 
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reflection that you ſhared them, will 
impart more brightneſs to my eyes than 
ever they did to my perſon; for, in truth, 


Arabella, we find they cannot cure the 


aching head, or take one grain of ſorrow 
from the heavy heart.” 


A thouſand times I embraced and 
preſſed her to my congenial boſom, 


whiſpered between burſting ſighs my 


fondeſt thoughts; and though I declined 
accepting the ſacrifice of her little 


ornaments, conſented, with the eaſy 


frankneſs J felt, to be her penſioner till 
a more propitious ſeaſon. 


It is not, Edwardina, that I may want 
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the aid, for J am ſtill in poſſeſſion of a 


plentiful fund for preſent neceſſities; but 


a refuſal would have wounded her gentle 
ſpirit, and inſpired an idea in her amiable, 
ſenſible breaſt far remote from any 
thought of mine. My aunt, with ſome 


perſuaſion, prevailed on them to ſtay the 


evening. My ſiſter had recovered ſome 


degree of compoſure ; ſhe felt a conſei- 
ous ſatisfaction, and that is the ſureſt 


method of diffuſing it around us. 


Methought Mr. Greville watched the 
every turn of my countenance, if poſſible 
to diſcover ſome latent diſcontent, ſome 
ſigh repreſſed, fone fear reſtrained, and 
ſeemed aſtoniſhed at my cheerful air and 


happy 


EDWARDINA. 219 


happy eaſe. Once he appeared on the 
point, (that was, when a quantum ſufficit 
of wine had given him another ſpirit 
than his own), I ſay he appeared as if he 
wiſhed to offer me an invitation to 
Rothſay; but he little knew the ſpirit he 
had wounded with the harſhneſs of 
reproach, —No, Greville, were my frame 
ſhivering in the piercing wintry blaſt, 
my heart failing from the acuteneſs of 
gnawing want, thy inhoſpitable gate 
ſhould be paſſed, and thy ſtores undi- 
miniſhed by the proud ſoul of Arabella! 


My ſiſter promiſes to be a punctual 


correſpondent, which will be another 
ſource of comfort during the abſence of 
my love. 


L 2 My 
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N My aunt has received letters from my 
uncle, beſeeching, if poſſible, our imme 
diate return, for he is confined with a 
ſevere attack of the gout; the family 
in diſorder, the little ones neglected, 
and every thing requiring the ſuperin- 
tendence of her attentive eye. 


Have I not now cauſe to exclaim, 
diſappointment is the lot of Arabella? 
ſhall not fee you, nor my dear reſpected 
Mrs. Auckland in your way through 
| Bath; for my aunt is impatient to ſoften 
the cares of her dearer ſelf by her enli- 
vening preſence, and intends commencing 
her journey the day after to-morrow. 


Oh 


% 
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Oh Edwardina! write every, the 
minuteſt particular that concerns my 
adored Horace ; tell me how he ſpeaks, 
how helooks—if poſſible, how he thinks, 
when his Arabella is the ſubject ; for 
Oh he is the firſt in my thoughts !—the 
beginning, the end of my devotions, 
the bleſſing of my days, the ſole ſupport 
of my exiſtence !_ { 

„May warring angels combat on his 
fide, and Victory fix her ſtandard where 
he wields the ſword ! ! 


The night is far ſpent, my Edwardina; 


methinks the day is dawning, for impe --- 


fect gleams of light break through the 


horizon. 
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All the devoirs of a faithful, affec- 
tionate, and dutiful heart are wafted with 
ſincerity to my ſweeteſt friend and her 
beloved family; to Horace I can ſend 
nothing ;—he has all, the very ſelf of 


1 the fond, devoted 


Arabella Auckland. 


My next will be dated from Tregelly 
Farm, Adieu, my Edwy ! 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVII 


 Eqdwardina Auckland to Arabella 
A uckland; 


They are gone, ſweet ſiſter of my 
affection ! Arundle, Horace are gone 
The parting pang {till achs. at my heart, 
their partuzg words {till vibrate on my 
ear. 
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In the preſence of Lord Haverland, 
my mother, and Horace, I plighted my 
faith to the generous Arundle, and pro- 
miſed to become his bride on his return 
to England, —Amiable youth ! he may 
never claim my plighted vows, and 
Edwardina ſtill be doomed to ſtruggle 
with diſappointment and the varied evils 
of tumultuous life ! 


To tell you aught of my brother, 
would only be to tell you of yourſelf, 
for he f poke, nor thought of any thing 
beſide. Vou will receive his packet with 
this; and I am happy to inform you, 
my deareſt friend, that he had left us 
before your laſt letter arrived: for it 

„ would 
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would have pained his noble heart to 
reflect, that even the ungenerous and 
un gentle frowned on his Arabella.—-Poor 
Greville] how pitiable is the poſſeſſor 


of ſuch a mind! Ten thouſand bleſſings 


on your amiable ſiſter for her goodneſs and 
affectionate care of my beloved brother's 
dearer ſelf! Yet burden not her gene- 


rolity, charming Arabella ; come to our 
arms, to our expecting boſoms.—Are 


you not our own ?—and have we not 
enough? My mother implores you, 
longs to fold you to her maternal heart; 


and need I fay the exiſtenceof Edwardina 


muſt ever feel an aching void while you 
are abſent? 


Lord 
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Lord Haverland intends paſſing the 
ſummer at Haverland Park, in York- 
ſhire and laſt night, with the affection 
of a parent, and the anxiety of a friend, 
bade us a reluctant farewel. His ton 
Francis, with pain—a pain imbittered by 
the embers of remembered partiality—l 
hear, unmindful of character, family, or 
happineſs, purſues the ruinous career of 
a town libertine, dividing his time 
between the gaming table, and haunts of 

female depravity. It is reported he is 
| going to Liſbon ;—would he may 
It will at leaſt remove him from giving 
hourly diſtreſs and mortification to an 
excellent father. His mother ſupports 


him in his diſſipation, and exultingly 


declares 
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declares he has her perfect approbation, 
as he only demeans himſelf like other 
young men of family and faſhion—a far 


_ preferable conduct, in her opinion, than 
that of his ſpiritleſs, pitiful brother, who 


deſtroys every expectation of future 
greatneſs by an attachment to an inſig- 
nificant, beggarly relation.—She muſt be 
a Changeling—ſhe cannot be the ſiſter of 
my mother. But I will quit this ungra- 
cious ſubject, and inform you we leave 
London for Llangarron Cottage next 
week; as this ſecluded village is ſo 
remote from any capital town, my mother 


thinks it adviſable to leave my ſiſters 


for their education at Bath, where they 
can be inſtructed by the firſt maſters. _ 
| Our 
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Our arrangements are nearly com- 
plete, and moſt likely my next will be 
dated from the mountains of Cambria; 
but I ſhall expect to hear from you by 
return of poſt, unleſs you have com- 
menced your journey before this reaches 
Bath. I forgot to tell you, I believe, 
that Lord Haverland, whoſe whole life 
is one continued ſcene of benevolence, 
retains Arundle's late valet, the penitent 
Brunton, about his own perſon. —* Were 
we,” ſaid he, when converfing about 
him, © were we by unkindneſs to chill 
returning goodneſs, or repreſs any better 


inclination by reſentment, ſociety might 
loſe a member which, it is poſſible, may | 
yet prove uſeful. In imitation of the beſt 

: PEAT of 


/ } 


of Beings, I would encourage humility 
and repentance ; and methinks in this 
poor fellow' s mind there is a latent ſpark 
of virtue, which harſhneſs may extin- 
guiſh, or lenity awaken, which I will 


make the experiment, and being pre- 


cautioned, and forewarned, I cannot be © 


deceived, T” 


Good night, my beloved ſiſter ! You 
have the prayers and bleſſings of our 
mother, and the fervent affection of | 
Four fondly attached and devoted | 

Edwardina Auckland. 
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